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ADVERTISEMENT: 


Pall-Mall, March 1 1th, 1796. 


85 A PASSAGE is omitted in the thirty-third 


page, in tenderneſs to the wounded feelings 


of ſome near relations of a gentleman who. is no 
more, but on whoſe memory, not the moſt diſtant 


reflection was ever intended. In a few hours after 


the appearance of the ſirſt edition, three gentlemen 
called at my lodgings, and deſired to ſpeak to me, 


if I was perfectly at leiſure; on being admitted, 


they announced themſelves as the neareſt relations 
of Mr. Burke ; I requeſted them to be ſeated ; they 
informed me that they waited on me, under great 


aflliction of mind, in conſequence of a paſſage 1n 


my letter which ſeemed to convey a ſtigma vn their 


deceaſed friend, and which gave them inexpreſlible 


pain, —that they did not mean to enter into the 
ſubject of any other part of the letter. They ac- 
knowledged that they had nothing to do with it, 
but that they had been deeply affected, with what 
they had pointed out as objectionable, and, without 
conſulting any one elſe, had reſolved to wait on 
me and requeſt it to be eraſed. I aſſured them, 
that it was, at all times, the fartheſt from my in- 


' tention, to wantonly infli& pain, or give offence, to 


unoſſending individuals; that taking a retroſpective 
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1 ADVERTISEMENT. 


view of Mr. Burke's life, and ſu ppoſing that vices, 
as well as virtues, deſcended 185 father to ſon 
aluming that idea, as a fact, I had faid, that 
What was a calamity to the firmer, ought to be hailed 
< 46s a bleſſing io the country,” and that in ſuch a 
ſenle only, I defired it to be read and underſtood. 
They declared themſelves ſatisfied with the ex- 
planation, but as the world, perhaps, would 
not underſtand it in that light, and it was 


a matter that gave them infinite diſtreſs, from 


the affection they bore to the memory of their 
departed relation, they would eſteem it as a 


favour, if 1 would eraſe in the ſubſequent edi- 


tions, what had given ſo much uneaſineſs in the 
firſt. Pleaſed with a piety that did them ſo much 
honor, I told them, that I would not allow them to 
Tolicir as a favor, what their decorum and feelings, 
entitled them to claim as a right, and that they 
might be aſſured the whole of the paſſage, which dad 
given them ſo much pain, ſhould be expunged, in 
juſtice to what I felt due to wounded ſenſibility. 
They acknowledged themſelves much obliged, and 


left me. If others ſhould have fallen into a ſimilar 


error, and ſhould have equally miſunderſtood my 
meaning, I refer them to a paſſage in the firſt edition, 
where it will appear that the perfon whole premature 
death has been ſo affectionately deplored by his gene- 
rous relations, participates of the juſt tribute I have 


paid to one, who was much nearer allied to me, and 


certainly much dearer to me, in every reſpect, than he 


could poſſibly have been to the gentlemen who call- 


ed upon me, and when they refer to page 98, in the 


_ firſt edition, and read, that Mr. Burke“ is not the 
only man who has to en the loſs of departed 


| excellence.” 


-« Mr. Burke, lelieve me, Sir, is not the only man who has to 
. E the 25 of departed excellence. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 111 


excellence, they will then acquit me, as 1 truſt the 
world will, of having even the moſt diſtant intention 
to reflect on either the memory, or the character, of 
their deceaſed and invaluable friend, who is happily 

relieved from all the vain contentions of this buſtling 
world. Had Mr. Burke felt the ſame reſpect as 1 
gentlemen for the hallowed preciu&s of the grave; 
had he, like them, reſpected the ſepulchre, he would | 
not have broken into the ſanctuary of death, 
reſolved on ſacrilege and murder! He would not 
have diſturbed the awful filence of the tomb, nor in 
the ſtill and folemn hour of night, have wandered 
through the dreary, conſecrated vault, a ſpectre, 
amidit ſpectres! wreaking his mean and i impotent re- 
venge, on departed and defenceteſs greatneſs !-.-He 
would not have forced the peaceful manſion of repoſe, 
aſſaſſin like, with a dagger in one hand and a dark 
lanthorn in the other, to trample on the ſcattered, ſad 
remains of human grandeur! He would not hate 
ſought his zig-zag way amidſt the wrecks and ruins of 
unnumbered years, to ſtab at once, the J wing and the 
dead, We ſhould not have ſeen bim winding his 
impious courſe, with ſlow, but cautious ep, leſt 
echo, ever on the watch, frould awaken him to re- 
morſe and ſhame; we "ſhould net lade feed him 
abaſhed and conſcious of his guilt, turn, coward like 
from the clay cold corpſe of patriot worth, from the 
ſhade of injured Ruſſel, (a nation's pride, and mo- 
narch's ſhame !) leſt he ſhould have felt, once more 

the 225 animating glow of PUBLICK VIR- 
TUE: 

His hatred, boundle and eternal, ſpurns each 
mild and generous ſentiment, and we behold a mind 
formed for the nobleſt purpoſes; and a heart ſuſcep- 
tible of the tendereſt ſympathy, degraded into the 
active ſervile inſtruments of the baſeſt paſſion! O 
God, that ſo much excellence, that ſuch rare, ſuch 
wonderful endowments ſhould have been ſo pervert- 


ed! What a contraſt does the piety of the gentlemen 
whe 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


' who'waited on me laſt Monday, form to that of their 


living friend and relation Mr. Burke penetrated to 
the very extremity, of the: tomb, to drag from his 
peaceful urn, the anceſtor of the Duke of Bedford, 
and for what purpoſe ? The character of his Grace 


cannot be impeached by the vices of his anceſtor, nor 


can the crimes, of Mr. Ruſſel, in 1550, juſtiſy the. 
grant which Mr. Burke has dextrouſly obtained, of a 
penſion in 1793. There is no parallel in the two. 
caſes; there is nothing analogous between them. 


Mr. Burke cannot mean to ſay, that if, in the event 
of its appearing to Parliament, the penſion 4 is enor- 


mous, and not merited, it ought to be recalled,” that 
the immenſe landed property of the Ruſſel family 
ſhould alſo be reſumed: He cannot mean any ſuch. 
thing, for, on that principle, he would ſhake all the 
poſſeſſions of antient inheritance in the kingdom, 
and whether the Duke of Bedford is ill or well . 
viſed; whether his Grace frequents good or bad 


company; or whether he is right, or whether he is 


wrong in his politics, neither his conduct, nor that 


of his anceſtor in the reign of Henry VIII. have any 


| es age in common, with the different annuities that 


have been granted to Mr. Burke from the public 
purſe at the cloſe of the 18th century, and baving no 
relation with the argument, it was 1lliberal, as well as 
irrelevant to the ſubject, to rake among the aſhes of the 


dead, for matter of reproach to the living, and 


which, when found, could not poſſibly apply. If 
I have reprobated a conduct, that appears to me to 
be ſomething more than reprehenſible with uncom- 
mon warmth, I beg it may be remembered, that 
my language, in no part of the-ſubſequent jetter, 
18 marked with thoſe itrong and groſs perſonalities 
with which Mr. Burke has accuſtoined himſelf to, 
treat thoſe whom he has oppoſed through life, 1 
requeſt the favor of thoſe who are inclined. to cen-. 
jure m2 for ſeverity, to have We candor to recol - 

-le& 
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lect the großz ſourtiliries with which he inſulted Mr. 
Haſtings, for a ſeries of years, in a ſituation where 
the objeR of his abuſe, or rather, as he imagined, 
the victim of his malevolenee, was bound hand and 
foot, precluded all means of defence, and compel- 
led to ſuffer all the indignities, and to hear all the 
calumnies, falſe and malicious as they were, which” 
his unfecling perſecutor, in a torrent of eloquence” 
worthy of a better cauſe, had the wanton malig. 
nity to let looſe againſt him. The frequent appeals 
of Mr. Haſtings to the juſtice and humanity of the 
Court, againſt the cruel and unmanly aſperſions of 
Mr. Burke, mult be freſh in every man's memory. 
But Mr. Haſtings is not the only inſtance in which 
the gentleman, who is the object of theſe animad- 
verſions, has given full latitude to perſonal abule; 
even the Sovereign, who has extended his ro 
compaſſion, with a muniſicence worthy of the em- 
pire and of himſelf, {for I deny that Mr. Burke 
has deſerved the remuneration he has received) was 
for ſome time the ſelected choſen object of his in- : 
vective and abuſe, and particularly at a moment 2 
when, “ deſpondency prevailed throughout the nation; £ 
rauhen every face was marked with woe, and every 
« check bedeowed with tears, anxious for the re- 
turn of health to a monarch deſervedly beloved, 
whoſe preſervation, at all times devoutly to be 
wiſhed, was rendered {till more fo then, from the 
peculiar and diſtreſſing circumſtances of the mo- 
ment. Yet'it was at that moment, and when his 
Majeſty was unhappily labouring under one of the 
heavielt misfortunes, that can befal humanity in its 
rude paſſage from the cradle to the grave, that Mr. 
Burke had the unfeeling inſolence to his Sovereign 
at all times, and his very nnen r e at 


preſent, to Aalen him. 
c 8 | With 


N Vide p. 31, of the Letter to the Duke of Gefen, 


—* 


/  ADVERTICEMENT. 


With reſpect to the warmth, with which J may 


be reproached, let the language that Mr. Burke has 
_ ._ uniformly held in parliament, and in the Houle of 
Lords on the trial of Mr. Haſtings, be recollected 


before ſentence is paſſed on that of mine. Let his 
_ coarſe and unprovoked abuſe of individuals, on 2 
variety of occaſions, be remembered, and it will 
then be acknowledged, that even where I have been 
the moſt intemperate, that I have only dealt by him, 
as he has dealt by others, and given him meaſure for 


. meaſure. In a word, let the whole of Mr. Burke's” 
public hiſtory, for it is on that he grounds his claim 


to public reward, be ſtated to the nation, agreeable 
to his own prodigally detailed items of it, in the let- 
ter addreſſed to a Noble Lord, and then let the na- 
tion pronounce, whether he ought, in decency, to, 
have accepted of ſo large a portion of its wealth as 
the following ſtatement ; which ſtarement, of courſe, 
ſuperſedes, and renders unneceſſary, the one al- 

ready given, and which would have been omitted, 
if this had come in time. 


ens | - Edmund Burke, Efq. and bie 


1200 per annum, chargeable] Wife, and the ſurvivor of 
on the Civil Lift for them, by warrant dated Sept. 
the lives of 24, 1795, and to commence 


| from Jan. 5, 1793. 
Edmund Burke, Eſq, Lord 
Royſton, and Anchitel Grey, 
Eſq. and the ſurvivor of them 
by patent, dated Oct. 24. 
1795, to commence July 24, 
5 + . 
| ee The Princefs Amelia, Lord Al. 
1340 per annum, payable out] thorpe, and William Caven- 
of the 44 per cent. du-4 . diſh, Eſq. by patent, dated 
ties, for the lives of Oct. 24, 1795, to commence 
| | X : from July 24, 1793. 


1160 per annum, payable out 
of the 44 per cent. du- 
tics, for the lives of ß 


The 


; | ADVERTISEMENT. 55 1 


The two latter Mr. Burke is ſaid to have fold for 
THIRTY-SEVEN THOUSAND POUNDS, after 
having taken care to receive what was due on them. Ds 

Will any one fay, after this, that hg does not under- 
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c 1 imagined that Mr. Burke, for a vatiety of 
reaſons would, on his- debts being paid, and his ne- 
ceſſities provided for by a penſion an three lives, have 
quietly reſigned himſelf to the wiſe diſpenſations of 
Providence, and ſought refuge in his Breviary from 
all the multiplied mortifications to which he had been 


expoſed by a mind debaſed, crippled, and ulcerated, 
even to a gangrene, by the conſciouſneſs of verſatile 


. His chaplet. and roſary, it was thought, would have 
exerciſed his meek faculties in a ſpecies of arithme- 


8 tic, very- different to that which he had ſtudied in 


his commerce with a profane world; and as his ro- 
ſary and chaplet had been long in diſuſe, they would 
bave come Jack to his embraces with all the eap- 

tivating charms: of novelty. Thoſe who gave Mr. 
Burke credit for the piety he profeſſes, expected that 
© thoſe holy facilities to ſalvation would have admini- 


ſtered conſolation and amuſement to his diſtemper - 


ed imagination, and rendered the cloiſters of Bea- 


: B Cons field, 


. 
— — 
8 2 


* 
c eb. A iEAGR, 5. 


. 0c 


= — 


a — 
—— — — L 
— 1 


33 
af 


ee 


2 — * 8272 
S 


2 


r EE In oo a <a 


2 
a — 2 * 


3 


7 
— 


: 
— * * 2 
> SS * 
— HEW aw 
- 


. 8 


n 


(8-2 
consfield no leſs acceptable, i in the evening and de- 
'" Cline of life, than its merry hall and feſtive. apart- 
ments had been in the proud and happy days of ri- 
pened full-blown vanity. 
If on examining his account with offended -Hea- 
ven, the ſum total of his manifold tranſgreſſions, 
bearing hard upon his conſcience, and awakening 
his fears for the future, had murdered hope, a con- 
feſſor might have been found, without much diffi- 
culty, whoſe charity would have kept pace with the 
_ delinquency of his penitent, and who, on the mere 
. ſemblance of contrition, would readily have granted 
a full and entire remiſſion of fins, without ſubjeQing 
the venerable offender to the rude trial of any very 
ſevere or humiliating penance. | 
Mr. Burke is not wholly unacquainted with the ac- 
commodating ſpirit of the Romiſh- clergy ; he has 
mixed much with that deſcription of people, and 
muſt have obſerved, that they are as indulgent to 
thole of their own perſuation, as they are inſolent, 
intolerant, and inexorable to all others. His W 
ſions in early life cannot be altogether effaced from 
his memory; the recollection of them may poſſibly 
have operated as a ſtimulus to that zeal with which 
he endeavours to replunge an emancipated world 
once more into ignorance, barbariſm, and vaſſalage; 
nor can any thing ſhort of the groſſeſt turpitude 
or 'delafion enable us to account for his extreme 
ſolicitude to reinſtate the Mother Church, in all that 
pomp and omnipotence which more enlightened times 
| have happily wreſted from her hor nota pride: and 
-uſurpation. Vere 
l hope it will not ed the extremespiety of this 
competitor for one of his Majeſty's title's —this new 
defender of exploded: faith—when I affert, that he is 


entitled to claim as a right, all that Rome has to 


«beſtow in the way of abſolution. I cannot think that 
the n 1 of the MI * great as his con- 
: ER ſternation 


3 


ſternation and alarm muſt be. in this awful moment 3 


'of univerſal freed and deſpond: ency, can bav 


t is not. perhaps, generally known in n this country, 
e or paper money at Rome, which had the fame eredit and 
« eurfeacy of our bank notes, are at this moment at 30 fer cent. diſ- 

count. That the holy treaſury, in which the acquiſitions from aqco- 
nomy under this pontificate, were enormous, and to which acceſs 
Ib by the joint concurrence of the pope, the. cardie 
nals, and the ſenators ; that the ſacred coffer which contained this 
immenſe treaſure, fortified and ſecured under treble locks, to each 
: of which there was a ſeparate key, have had their potderous bolty 
driven back, in virtue of the only power that could have done it, 
an unanimoas reſolve of the parties tripartite ; that the ebureb ir i in 
imminent danger, and this fund has been almoſt diſſipated in regi- 
menting, maintaining; and decorating, a rabble the moſt ſanguipary 


only vac be ha 


e Over- 


e 


- and debauched, perhaps, in Europe, with great coats and cloaks, 


. who never knew what clothing was, and: which a mild and dined» | 
cent climate has rendered, in ſome degree, uſeleſs 5 where numbers 

- ſleep © under no other canopy than that of heaven, and where many 

- bf them were begotten; and produced ! the ftreets their cradle and 

- - abode! what direction will theſe men take with arms in their hands, 
_ * when:the funds are exhauſted by which they are at preſent ſo prodi- 
gally maintained, and which, not ariſing from revenue or com- 
merce, br pious contributions, as in days of yore, muſt ſoon fail? 
Hut this queſtion applies to other: nations as well as to Rome, and 
thoſe who ean behold the preſent proſpect of affairs unmoved, and 

- without alarm for the future, muſt have Kroaget perves ang. & 


greater ſhare of philoſophy than 1 can boaſt. 


That you may be convinced I do not ſtate at random the i impo- 
veriſhed condition of the Holy Treafury, I annex the extract of a 
letter I have lately received from a perſon. of high rank who was on 
the ſpot, and on whoſe veracity I can depend. It is a curious but 
faithful account of the morals and finances of Rome at the cloſe of 


20 r8th century. 


NN 


. 4 ecus Romains pour votre livre ſterling, 
© Ce que vous dites de plus eſt juſte, 
« Le Pape adu lever 18 mille hommes, en 1792, 


Le treſor —_ maintenant; les c6dules perdent 30 poyr 

ape vient de mettre un impòt; les Biens Ecclehas 

e ſtiques ſont impoles . un quart * au _ _ 
Ve Paſquiajen 1 


© 100.; et le 


Semper fub Sextir, perdite Hh 12 


9 6 n dane parieaſemen ln cr. Pie VIP 1 


Je crois que le treſor de Sixte V. eteit de 18 millions Sevus 
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Looked ſuch trat 


„ ²˙ùu m. ],, 
looked ſuch tranſcendant merit, or deny its ſtrong 
claim to reward in the next world, although he has 


little or nothing left to beſtow in this. I cannot 


think that Mr. Burke will be forgotten, where the 


Abbé Maury has been ſo well remembered; the 
- _ -pretenfions of the prelate in Italy compared to 


_ "thbfe of his Thy brother in England, are trifling 


„4 


and paimportant, and cannot come in compe- 


tition 


Je vais maintenant vous tenir paroſe, mon cher ami, pour les 


evotions da peuple Romain allieés fl la Tceterateſſe. - 


. 66: C%ſt à l Ara creliꝭ Couvent de Rocellets à la Place du Capi- 
tale, od une image miraculeuſe de Fenfant Jeſus en bois couvert 


de diamans eſt conſerve dans une chapelle interieure du Couvent, 


-*© ſous le nom du Bambino. Le concours du peuple y eſt prodi- 
« $2pieux; chaque jour, x chaque inſtant, ſurtout les foirs #'Vheure 
% de PAve Maria, les rgo et queſques marches de marbre qui con- 


* 


< 44 duiſent du fol de ta'rtte, a l porte de Fegliſe, font couvertes de 


* perſonnes de tout age, et de tout ſexe, qui en difant leur chapele: 
* -en particulier, montent les degres de cet eſcalier à genonx, et 
dans les caſes formées dans le marbre par les genoux; -d'on 
vous pouvez juger du nombre prodigieux des dévots. N 

4 II faut benir Dieu de eette piẽtẽ ſant doute; mais il faut fre- 


mir adſſi et bien davantage des ſentimens qui la dictent. Cette 


foule innombrable n'eſt ainſi devote que par excẽs de perverſitẽ; 


_ £4: Ceff ut nls qui vient demander a* Bambino, la mort de ſon pere; 
„dc eſt une fille qui vient prier te Bambino de la faite avorter; c'eſt 
ut amant qui vient ſupplier le Bambino de lui faire trouver à l'ë- 
' + © cart fe mart de ſa maitreffe,” pour pouvoir Iuſſaſſiner en farere ; 


ec &eft cette femme adultere, qui vient conjurer le Bambino, de 


ne pas decouvrir Fempoiſonnement de fon mari, &c. &c. 


: = „ Scala Santa de 33 marcbes de Marbre, et d'autres Edifices 


Car tens les pelerins marmotans, "ſe - croient tous des ſaints, 


% ſacrés, pres de St. Jean de Latran, eſt tellement uſeé par les 


gen g“ des afffdens qu'on n'y peut plus monter, et que chaque 
©* marche eft recouverte d'une autre marelie en bois, &c:&c.*&c. 
Mais quand Paurais une bouche de fer, „ 
„Toujours parlant, je ne pourrais fuffire, 
Mon cher lecteur, à te nombrer & dire, 
% Cõmdien de ſaints on rencontre enſer. 


“ parcequi'ls ont dit ave; ou pris le Bambino. avant ou aptes 
— ß ̃ ̃ 7 ‚— ES | 
Let Mr. Burke would preſerve theſe ſuperſtitions—perhaps from 
_ an affe@oaforitheirzefſes} ooo 
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in the limits of feudal raſſlage and obedience z b 
his fellow-labourer in, favour. of ancient frauds and 


libility of the Pope once more the ſtandard of our faith, 


and the object of our adoration, All theſe exertions. 
are well known to the entire clergy of Rome, whoſe 


prayers and benedictions, whole ſpurious and agul-; 


terate embraces are preferred to the affectionatę and 


legitimate careſſes of the, country of which be was. 


once conſidered its brighteſt ornament, and that has 
every claim, to his gratitude, his ſervices, and at-. 


tachment. | 


His toil in behalf of diſcarded tyranny and ſaper-, 
ſition, .may. deſerve recompence, but from whom? 
_ Surely not from this country or its government. Let 


Mr. Burke ſeek recompence from thole whom he has 
laboured to ferye, and not from thoſe whom it is. 


known he has injured, Let his attachment to tyran-, 
ny and ſuperſtition meet with favour from thoſe who - . - 
are benefitted by their preſervation, I have ng ob- 
jection. The various intereſts of this double. curſe g 
manhood have had his earlieſt and his lateſt cates, 
from the very moment that freedom dawned on. 


Erom that yery. inſtant, and before evep preſcience 


itſelf could fargſee the wild ang mereileſs fury, with .. 


which the beauteous. ſtatue, of liberty has been pol- 


luted, mutilated, and defaced ip that diltracted eg: 


I 


try, Mr. Burke's efforts were. exerted io BARNS [Pe 1 
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its geek and pampered clergy, the full monopoly 


they enjoyed for ages, in the profitable barter of re- 
lies, mĩracles, diſpenſations, plenary indulgences, par- 
dons, and all the diſguſting buffooneries which impo- 
ſture, aided by credulith and power, had contrived, 
manufactured, and converted” into ſtable, lucrative, | 
merchantable commodities, for the triple purpoſe of 


enriching a ptofligate voluptuous priefthood,' cozen- 
ing the deluded nations of the earth, and brutalizing | 


the human ſpecies over the whole ſurface of the habi- 


table globe! What an immenſe trade, my dear Sir, 


was carried on for centuries between dead ſaints and 


leing ſinners! Every church, chapel, and cathedral. 


in the ſervice of Rome, had its huckſter's (fall or 
ſhop, where a reverend commiſſion-broker conſtant- 
ly attended, ready to deliver from his purified hands. 
each wonder. working article, to the different deſcrip- 

tions of deluded Chriſtians, who flocked in crowds to 
the eccleſiaſtical market, in the pious hope of pur. 
chafing health, cures, and interceſſions from ſaints; : 
and, dare I repeat the execrable profanation ! ? remiſ- 
ſion of ſins, and the releaſe of pounded ſouls in pur- 
gatory from Heaven! 'This fraudulent, this blaſphe- 
mous barter, Mr. Burke ſeems anxious to preſerve, 
under the flimſy, ſtale, and artful pretext, that all 
eſtabliſhments ought to be held ſacred. If this man 
was in his doiage, I could account for his abfurdiries, 

contradictions. and even for bis miſchievous ſallies, 

in the imbecilities of a mind driven to diſpair, and 
worn out by its own irritations; but he pretends to 
ſanity, Sir, and he may be conſidered as ſane, as long 
as he is ſuffered to go about at large and without a 
keeper. Admitting then that he perfeQly under> 


' ſtands what he is doing, and that he is ſincete in his 


preſent opinions, it is evident that he has no objeQi- 
ons to the diſhonourable traffic that enriches knaves 
at the expence of fools, and which has had no in- 
conſiderable f ſhare in corrupting the morals'of Lurop 6. 

AC 


2 + % 
S 


* 2 


He does not feel ſhocked nor ſcandalized at the im- 
pious effrontery of a prieſt ſtanding proxy th? | 
Divinity, and making God give the lie to his own 
commandments! Virtue compromiſing with vice, and 
the bounty of Heaven put up to publick auction, 
have nothing in them to ſhock or offend the piety of 
Mr. Burke; even murder the moſt atrocious & all: 
crimes, and againſt which the irrevocable curſe of the 
Almighty ſtands regiſtered in ſacred writ, became li- 
cenſed, and even authorized and ſanctioned, whene- 
ver the church, always diſtreſſed or avarieious, found 
it convenient to her purpoſe to protect the aſſaſſßnn 
1 will paſs over the ill-concealed debaucheries of. 
the religious of both ſexes of the catholic religion, 
whoſe vows ſhould bind them to prayers, abſtinence, 
and chaſtity ; I will forbear, in compaſſion to the re- 
fugee biſhops from France, all comments on the rei- 
terated vows of chaſtity and celibacy, which the cler- 
gy of their perſuaſion voluntarily make in the face of 
Heaven, and as voluntarily violate in the face of their 
miſtreſſes; neither will I dwell on the well-authenti- 
cated tales of nuns and friars, from the very firſt eſta- 
bliſhment of monaſteries, playing at Adam and Eve 
in their ſubterranean receſſes, running about from 
convent to convent, like rabbits in their burrows, and. 
conſigning the wretched produce of their illicit 
amours, to a premature diſſolution, before nature 
had ripened the miſerable embryos into ſhape or ex- 
iſtence. , 
If Mr, Burke ſhould queſtion the truth of thefe 
facts, or if the myſteries of theſe pious brothels 
ſhould, peradventure, afford him any pleaſure in the 
recital, I refer him to his friends the French clergy - 
in England, who can give him abundant information 
on all theſe topics. The facts that I have ſtated are 
too notorious to be denied—they are certainly too 
atrocious to be defended. Yet Mr. Burke, who is ſo 
anxious to preſerve the beauty, ſymmetry, and juſt 
9 vs Y Proportions 
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proportions of the moral world, cries ſacritege when 
it is attempted to purge” theſe holy receptacles of ac- 


cumulated filth; theſe vaults and caverns, above and 
under ground, where thofe who are wedded to 
Chriſt, carry on an adulterous commerce with man. 
Mr. Burke tells us that oy are ſacred depoſitories, 
neter to be approached but with awe and venera- 
Mr. Burke, who declaims on the wholeſome pro- 


perties of religion, its ufes, objects, and ultimate ends, 


with all the glow and vivid heat that belongs to an 
heart warm even to enthufiaſm in the cauſe of virtue; 
Mr. Burke, who contends with frantic violence on 
the neceflity of preſerving all the rites, forms, appen- 
dages, and multifarious abuſes of the Roman Catholic 
religion, as indiſpenſably connected with the peace, 
happineſs, and every exiſtence of civil fociety; Mr. 
Burke, who would pervert our underſtandings and 
debauch our hearts, by the rich eloquence of his 
wonderfully well-gifted mind, has himſelf taught us 
to diſtruſt his ſincerity, and reject his opinions, not 
only from the little regard he . ſhewn through life 
for either, but from the indecency of maintaining 
that inſtitutions, known to be vicious and corrupt in 


principle as well as in practice, ſhould be held ſacred 


and confecrated to all eternity; that no part of any 
eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment is to be approached by un- 


hallowed: hands, or even gazed at, by profane eyes, 


and, leaſt of all, ſhould their abuſes be examined; 
teſt thoſe who would reform them, ſhould have leſs of 
the ſaint than the finner in them. Good God! my 


dear Sir, if ſuch arguments had prevailed in the days 
of Mary, the proper ſovereign for ſuch a ſubject! 
Leeds, Birmingham, Mancheſter, and all the great 
trading towns in England, would have been cram- 


med with monaſteries inſtead of manufaftories ; our 
adventurous feamen, who proudly bring home 
the rich freights of a tributary world, would have 


CE 4:1 


been ſmoath-faced Recollects or bearded Capuchins.; 


Inſtead of the various orders of merit with which 


a juſt and diſcriminating monarch rewards valour 8 


in the field, wiſdom in the cabinet, and virtue 
every where elſe; we ſhould have been inſulted 
with a perpetual view of the fix orders of mendicant 
friars, with all the floth,. vices, and irregularities, 
that follow in their foul and peſtilential train, they 
alone would have been known to us, and even Mr. 


Burke, the groſs libeller of the Duke of Bedford, 
and the fulſome panegyriſt of Lord Grenville ; Mr. 


Burke, the intrepid champion of a nation's rights, 
at one period of his life, and a penſioned, ſervile, 
and degraded ſycophant at another, would, per- 
haps, have been a lazy, voluptuous Benedictine at 
 Wooburn or St. Alban's; or a barefgoted Carmelite 
with a crucifix in one hand and a firing of beads 


in the other, levying, as at. preſent, but in a leG . 


productive way, contributions on the ſons and 
daughters of induſtry for his ſupport. | What is It 
to the preſent age, and of what conſequence can it 


be to future ages, whether Luther was provoked 


to quarrel with Leo, becauſe he favoured the Do- 
mipicans with the ſale of indulgences inſtead of the 
Auguſtines? Are we to deny, or to reject the good 


that reſulted from the revolt, becauſe the motive 


was not abſolutely diſtintereſted? What is it to 
us, or to our poſterity, that the jealouſy of a monk, 
and the wild and ungovernable luſt of a tyrant, pro- 
duced thoſe greatly beneficial changes in the 15th 
and 16th centuries, which hiſtory, more juſt than 


| Mr. Burk, has digniſied with the honourable ap- 


pellation of reform, and which, if he had lived in 


_ thoſe times, and been allowed to carve confiſca- 


tions for bimſelf, his brothers, and his couſins, he 
would not, perhaps, have found fault with! 
If the motives of men are to be ſerutinized with 


that rigid ſeverity, which belongs only to that Be. 
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ing whoſe name appears to be very fluent in the 
mouth of Mr. Burke, while his precepts are neglect- 


ed or forgotten, what judgment will an impartial. 
and well-informed poſterity paſs on thoſe, which. 
provoked the Right Honourable Gentleman, as he 
is called by courteſy, in direct oppoſition to fact, 
for the unrelenting fury with which he perſecuted . 


Mr. Haſtings? The vices of Luther and of Henry ul-. 


timately tended to good; but what good has re- 
fulted, nay, what good can refult, from having pur- 
ſued the Governor-General in India, for a ſeries 


of years, with all the ſavage ferocity of canine mad. 


nels. EP "Fore: My 223 
The victim fixed upon to glut the almoſt inſati- 
ate rancour of his perſecutor, has been declared 
innocent, and Mr. Burke is compelled to bow to 
the verdict, which, in abſolving the accufed, pro- 
nounces, in fome degree, guilt' on the accuſer.. 
Would Mr. Burke wiſh the motives of al! his ac- 
tions to be tried by that ſpecies of ex parte evidence, 
upon which he pretends that the great changes that 
are perpetually taking place in the moral and poli- 
tical world, ſhould be pronounced falutary or perni- 
cious? I do not think that he would acknowledge 
the juriſdiction of ſuch a court he is certainly too 
well read in the hiſtory of human nature : he has 
been too long initiated, believe me, Sir, in all its vile 
and corrupt practices, and he is too well acquainted 
with all the curves, intricacies, ſubterfuges, and ſer. 
pentine mazes of the heart, not to know that the mo. 
tives of men are very various, very fluctuating, and, 
certainly, very unſafe rules for the meaſurement of 


human actions—aboliſh and univerſally efface all the 


vaſt variety of improvements, that have been made 
in legiſlation and mechanics, in. the arts and in the 


ſciences, whoſe origin is baſtard or mongrel, that 


cannot produce a full and complete pedigree of mo- 
tives pure and uncontaminated from the parent 


0, It }, 


Rock, ſuch as à college of heraldoin High Germany, 
would be ſatisfied with ; and then figure to your- 
ſelf, Sir, What a dark, dreary, and deſolate waſte,” 
Europe would be at this ae eee a very 
Greenland with ref; pect to comfort, and how ear. 
ly allied its wreidhed: inhabitants would be in 
rance and in manners, to the miſerable, ruthleſs, and 
ferocious natives of New Zeland! Sir, Mr. Burke 
knows, as well as you and I, that it is not fair, that 
it is illiberal, and that it may ſometimes be unjuſt, to 
queſtion the purity of men's motives, when they con- 
tend for any great and eſſential change in the con- 
duct of human affairs - the very magnitude of the 
projected change is an argument in their favour, 
and if good is to be the reſult, why ſuſpect thoſe: 
of ſiniſter intentions, who' propoſed it? Believe 
me, Sir, that this ſtrenuous advocate for a corps de 
nobleſſe, in motives perfectly chapitralle, knew, that 
what he contended for, is not always to be had, 
and his object, be aſſured, was merely to obtain 
ray for a degree of 28 that he does not de- 
erde. 

No man that bas acted a part in che great drama 


of public life has demonſtrated 1 more RR Ro 
Mr. Burk — 


40 Tax mens faces are often warde to their bears! * 


and whes the. maſk vide obe as wet as ; Darts 

no man enjoys the carnival with greater glee, whe- 
ther it is held at Venice or in Weſtminſter Hall, at 
Beaconsfield, -or at the Treaſury. Hence we may 
account for his being a Deiſt in 1756, a whig bor- 
dering upon Jacobiniſm in 1770 -a confirmed re- 
publican in +989—whip preſto, a furious royaliſt in 
1790—and in 1796 a no leſs furious Jacobin.—Sir, 
*. +008 e 0 have: Bo * 
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1 for the miſchieſs and misfortunes that have 
reſulted from them. 
I)!be exredit he acquired from his talents, i invigo- | 
rated an oppoſition which thought they could not 
do without him, while it was a part of their ſyſtem 
to perpetually worry and teaze: miniſters right or 
wrong; his importance, leſs, real than aflumed, . 
rendered his acquiſition an object to, government, 
and they had him, but he has only joined them, to 
diſhonour and perplex them. $f 
I do not know, whether it was a part of his en- 
gagement, to ring changes on the abuſes of the 0 
French Revolution, until he deafened us with their | 
clamour ; but however he may affect to, reprobate 
the theory of that philoſophy in France, which he. 
retends has excited fo much horror and alarm in. 
is breaſt, I am ſure chat his conduGe. through life 
has favoured very ſtrongly of the practice. Leave * 
ing aſide the motives of mankind, into which it can 
anfwer no good purpoſe to wander, and with which, 
in fact, we have little or notbing to do; the only | 
points for conſideration are, Whether exiſting 
abuſes of any kind whatever, ought to receive the 
ſanction of poſitive written law, or the ſtill more 
_ venerable ſanction of preſcriptive right ; ; and whe-. 
ther eſtabliſhments, notoriouſly injurious to public 
and private morals, of no poſſible good whatever 
to ſociety, but, on the contrary, evidently hurtful 
in all their various operations, to the general in- 
texeſts of the community, ſhould be ſuffered to re- 
main ? I have the authority of Mr. Burke, at one 
peried of his life, for aſſerting, that they ought 
not- have the fame authority, at another period, 
for aflerting, that they ought to be venerated, and 
| preſerved in all their intogrity- to the very end of 
time! FA 
It is due to ahe celebrity that he ollefies, With 0 
out enjoying 15 and to 2 favour he has, at a very 
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-franced-ope obtained, and never deſerved, to in- 
quite, which of the deciſions it becomes a free and 
enlightened people to adopt? Take the authori- 
ties in the order of time that they have occured, 
-and acknowledge, that in quoting Mr. Burke againſt 
. Mr: Burke, I do nothing more, than meaſure juſ- 
tice to him by his own ſtandard of right, a ſtandard 
from which, thank Heaven, he has no cognizable 
appeal in this world, whatever His faith, guaran- 
teed * abſolution, may lead him to expect i in the 
WERE” 54? 5 
1 reſpect the prejudices of the Right Honourable 
Gentleman, too much to banter him any longer 
on the indecent partiality which he has 12 
evinced for a culte, that tends to degrade the un- 
derſtanding, and pervert the heart; I ſhall ſay lit- 
tle more to him, unleſs provoked, on the ſubject of 
a religion, which deſerves expulſion by its maxims, 
and which is fit only for tyrants and ſlaves—in 
which faith is every thing, and morals nothing; 
and which is as groſs an inſult to the common ſenſe 
of mankind, as it is injurious to virtue, and hoſtile 
to civil liberty. 
To whatever cauſe Mr. Burke” s predilection for 
this pantomine worſhip may be attributed, whether 
he ſeriouſly: believes in the nonſenſe of tranſubſtan- | 
tiation, and the other -unintelligible dogmas, at 
which even faith, blind, docile, and flexible as it is, 
revolts, and reaſon ſpurns; ; or whether he would 
preſerve ĩt as an inſtrument of ſtate to curb unruly 
_ ſpirits; and hold them in ſubjection to uſurped àu- 
thority: in a word, whether Mr. Burke is a ae 
or an accomplice, it is equally to be lamented, t 
he did not keep his promiſe, and remain in % 
* 'row-and obſcurity: a de/olated old man, dead at 
©. theiaffairs and pleaſures of this ' world.” Wit 
having exactly the ſame motive which he þ 
2 for courting — and indulging un 
orrow 
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-forrow, I had made up my Hine: if ndt to Ste 
the metropolis, at leaſt to remain a ſilent ſpectator 
of events, and to wait the final iſſue of a war, 
. whoſe greateſt diſaſters have not yet reached us: 
many reaſons urged me to this deciſion. I per- 
ceived, that the part I occaſionally took in politics, 
Was frequently miſunderſtood, and ſtill more fre- 
: quently miſrepreſented. The evils ariſing from the 
former are much eaſier remedied than thoſe which 
reſult from the latter; the one is paſſive, ready at 
any time to meaſure back its ground to the fair 
ſtandard of truth, and always diſpoſed to receive 
explanations; but the other is of a very different 
Character, it is active, obdurate, and falſe, from 
principle; impatient of controul, and aided by 
malice and calumnpy, it ſets vindication at deſiance. 
Tou will allow that no credit can reſult from con- 
tending with ſuch an adverſary. 
If the intereſt that I take in the proſp erity of my 
country, and the general happineſs 7 mankind, 
had been leſs ardent and ſincere, or if my own per- 
fonal advantage had ever ſeriduſly occupied my 
attention, I ſhould have come forward with ex- 
treme circumſpection, and certainly in a manner 
to have advanced me in the eſteem of one party, in 
roportion as I became obnoxious to the other. 
ut I any not a party man. I cannot defcend to 
the frivolous detail of family compacts, and com- 
binations of private perſons among individuals of 
the ſame community, for the purpoſe: of acquiring, 
- or rather of uſurping the whole power of the coun- 
try for the benefit of themſelves and their aſſigns. 
All this miſerable detail, of what may be called 
pariſh politics, is foreign to my taſte, habits, and 
purſuits 3 nor is the man, in my opinion, qualified 
to take any ſhare in public affairs, who has not 
more enlarged views, with a diſpoſition to reſiſt, 
| — even to deſpiſe the little temporary diſtin&tions 
| an 
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and advantages, which ſervility might obtain in 
Favour of vanity or pride. I have never, at any 
one period of my life, ſupported men in office but 
with the honeſt view, and humble hope of contri- 
buting (however trifling the quota) my poor con- 
tingency to the general ſtock of national grandeur 


_ and felicity. I was once credulous enough to be- 
lieve, that all men who took a part in public af- 
fairs, acted under the ſame impulſe ; experience, 


my dear Sir, has convinced me of my error, and 
it may poſſibly contribute to my future comfort, 
and, perhaps, to my ſecurity, that J am no longer 
under ſo dangerous a deluſio n. 
remember once dining with a gentleman who 
was formerly in Parliament, and with whom I have 
lived in habits of familiar intercourſe; but he much 
ſhocked me by queſtioning the honeſty of all men 
in politics: - arguing from my own feelings, and 
referring him to my own hiſtory, I ſupported a 
contrary opinion.— Experience, however, has con- 
vinced me, that my friend, although far from 
being right to the full extent of his — knew 
mankind much better than I dic. 
It is within every man's obſervation, and I ſin- 
.cerely wiſh it was as generally reprobated as it is 
generally known, that the man who acts inde- 
pendent of party, has little chance of being attended 
to by either—both parties have an intereſt in de- 
crying him, and if he attaches himſelf to one of 
them, every means will be employed by the other 


to diſcredit him: If from a love of order (and 


what well-conftruted mind but muſt love it?) he 
Supports government, he is branded by oppoſition 
as venal; and if on the other hand he oppoſes the 

meaſures of the crown from a love of right, he is 
declared to be factious or diſaffected. My very 
name, I believe, was unknown to the. preſent Mi- 
niſter, when in the infancy of his adminiſtration, at 


a diſtance 


* 7 
| 
1 
* — Hoang 
Wn a 8 N ” 
n IF W * "Nc A 
2 - : 


PPP 


P. <X. * 
welds) ee RA. AIR. 


w* The 
_ 


P k 5 

EI "agen: "xa : —_— rn — — 1 1 : 

2 — . 8 . „ N 0 1 
25 We e # , be, 1 8 * pe wa - * of 2 
N of go 7 1 9 * 5 . * 

+ DF & at ve 3 ai ih ” * * 

* a -*þ "Re S bo a 
> Cv: e Zoe 3 

hs * pe 1 _ 3 2 * : 2 — 

. — . 88 9 ">, » — 

WES gs OT 6 Lon, Then der EI rg. 


7 


Lata Ea rl 


2 
We 
— 


. 
n 
| es 77 
apr DONE 


= — 29. Ih 
. 8 
1 4 — . * 
D . 5 — 33 


— 


2 AE A GS 
> Wa a wes o : — b 
n 
= rr HT. 2 
2 _ — 


(16 ) 
"2a diſtance from this country, and with very little 
information, but what. che public prints afforded 
me, I ſtood. forward a volunteer in his ſupport: 
Mr. Fox had broke his word with the nation, and 


if I was diſguſted at his breach of promiſe to the 


country, it was not likely that I ſhould be leſs fo at 
Ins cbaleſcing with the man whom I till think, he 
ought to have brought to public juſtice. The youth 
of Mr. Pitt pleaded ſtrongly. in his behalf, and as 
his arguments in favour of parliamentary reform, 
were as eloquent as they were concluſive, I gave 
him full credit for a degree of rectitude and good 
faith, equal to the aſtoniſning force and ſplendor of 
his abilities. My 2 a meaſure which I 
have long had at heart, and which muſt ſooner or 
later be accompliſhed, if it is meant to ſave the 
conſtitution, for it 1s only by reform that innuvation 
dan be prevented, may, perhaps, have rendered me 

partial; yet, whether 1 have been miſtaken or 
correct in my opinion, my mind will ever cheer- 
fully revert to thoſe epochs in his adminiſtration, 
which mult enſure to him the affection of his coun- 
try, while gratitude is ſomething more than a ſen- 
timent among us. The ſhare that he had in tramp- 
ling down a coalition which diſhonoured all parties, 
and endangered the peace of the kingdom; his 
Commercial Treaty, which many. of thoſe who 
oppoſed it have ſince had the candor to approve; 
and his manly, dignified conduct at the time of the 
regency, when Parliament, faithful to its duty, 
ood between the Sovereign and the danger that 
menaced him, will ever entitle Mr. Pitt to the 
thanks of the nation, and to a conſiderable portion 
of its confidence. and eſteem. This is the credit 
ide, I own, but the account is fair and honourable ; 
It is within every man's recollection, and cannot 


. be diſputed. | It 


EEC 
It is not for the purpoſe of offering incenſe to 
the Firſt Lord of the Treaſury, that I have given 
_ this ſtatement, for 1 am really very ill calculated to 


make my fortune by flattery ; it is a pitiful and 
diſhonourable road: but were I ever fo well dif. _ 


poſed to take it, Mr. Pitt, notwithſtanding my good 
withes'towards him, is, however, the lah man in 


the world to whom I would pay court. The gen- 


tlemen who axe in the conſtant habits of oppoling 


him may poflibly doubt this fact; and the little 


is one among many other reaſons, that decided me 


credit that is given to political writing in general, 


to withdraw myſelf from politics, or at leaſt to 


r was better known 


remain ſilent until my chara | 
the purity of thofe motives ickhoviedped, whic 
have invariably influenced my conduc 


. + * 


* 


ertions, or ſatisfaction to myſelf. I had commu- 


nicated this intention to you, and ſeveral other 


friends; Mr. Burke has compelled me to change 
this refolution, neceffary as it is to my repoſe, and 
to hazard myſelf once more on the turbulent and 
tempeſtuous ocean of politics; very contrary, in- 
deed, to my withes, and very repugnant to my 
feelings; but I am pledged, and muſt, in diſcharge 
of an obligation contracted in March 1794, come 
forward to notice another production from the pen 
of that gentleman, pray heaven it may be his laſt! 


is likely to blaze, even to the laſt glimmering of his 
expiring lamp, Has he not already done, this 
country ſufficient wrong, that he comes totterir 
back from the bleak e of the ſepulchre, with 


fury in his haggard ae, to enſure the 


* [2 C 4 ww 


* Vide a note at page 41, in the Letter addreſſed tobe Dake er | 


Graſftos ; at the end of which it is declared, that if erer 
Burke came forward again, I would meet him, He has come for- 
ward, and I have kept my word. 8 8 
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ruin that he has left unßniſhed, and blaſt us with 

the contagion of his poiſon ? Is he not yet ſatiated, 

has his capacious ſtomach. till room for more, that 

- he comes ſurcharged with bile, even from the ex- 

treme verge of eternity, ſtruggling with deſtiny, 

That calls him from the pleaſures and affairs of this 

world to ſorrow and repentance, but calls in vain ? 

Can neither age nor misfortune, infirmity nor pub- 

lic execration, reſtrain this curſe and miſchief on 

| the land, this fiend and lunatic, within his cell? 
{ 1s the family of Monroe, or his ſucceſſors, no more? 

| Hias this man no kind friend, or faithful domeſtic, 

| df ſufficient piety or courage to bind him in a 

ſtrait waiſtcoat, and make him harmlefs againſt his 

g very nature? Sir, his very mind is out of joint, 

| and he would render the times ſo if he could, that 

| he might enjoy-the mad banquet in its wildeſt per- 
FeQion. This man, this ſtrange, this inexplicable 

| compound of all that is captivating in genius, fluc- 

| - tuating in opinion, and moroſe, frantic, and un- 

governable in temper; in whom the natural good 
- qualities of the heart appear to have played the 
Wanton with the very worſt qualities of the mind, 
and to have abandoned themſelves to all the irre- 
gular exceſſes of the moſt depraved proſtitution.— 

This being, unaſſimilated to every thing that has 
hitherto occurred in the variegated hiſtory of plants, 
animals, or foſſils, and who has been, even to this 
late period of his exiſtence, the friend and foe al- 
ternately of every man with whom he has acted 
in public life, diſdains the petty retail infamy of 
ſetting individuals at variance, and diſſolving, by 
force of cunning, old and long eſtabliſhed friend- 
ſhips. He bas commenced, on the ſtrength and 
abundant reſources of his own richly productive 
mint of mind and contrivance, -a wholeſale dealer 
in wrong, and ſtriking: boldly at title deeds of every 
deſcription, throughout this wide-extended empire, 
„„ Sari I 5 „„ 0 Bel 
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and he had warranted this hope by ſeveral declara- 
tions to that effect. With a mind fo diſpoſed, baf- 
Hed, but not corrected, in all its arrogant and 
impracticable, 1 will not ſay, ſanguinary projects, 
it was imagined. that he would have ſought retuge, 
not ſo much from others whom he had deceived and 


| a of his wounded mind and conſcience. He even 
acknowledges that he left London for ever, (would 
to God he had never ſeen it!) and that, devoted t 


without furniſhing. freſh matter of regret to the 
few friends whom compaſſion has preſerved in 


* 


tells alike the neceſſitous and unprincipled, ſuffering f 
at this alarming moment under the double preſſurè 
of war and famine, that in the vaſt property and 
landed eſtates of the Britiſh nobility, à remedy 
may be found, for all the multiplied evils annexed 
to poverty, and a contempt of moral rectitude. 

I be London Correſponding Society, reproached 
us it has been with ſuch a deſign, has ſtopt very far 
ſhort of Mr. Burke, and has never yet in any of its 
. reſolutions, or authenticat d proceedings, pointed 
confiſcations out to a ſenſeleſs rabble, as the means 
of alleviating their diſtreſs, and reſcuing them from 
Want. It. is full time that this man ſhould be 


| have renounced all concern with politics; and that, 
as ſoon as his pecuniary difficulties were removed, 
. he would have gone into abſolute retirement. 


ant-thus.refigned, it was reaſonable to expect that 


— 


0 


muzzled and hand. cuffed, or his wild fallies may 
endanger the ſtate, and realiſe the fable of Sampſon 
and the Philiſtines. It was the general hope that 
Mr. Burke would, on retiring from Parliament, 


Such, it was thought, would have been his reſolve, 


deſerted, as from himſelf, and the keen reproaches 


<« obſcurity and ſorrow, he was inſenſible at once to the 
e affairs and pleaſures of this world.” Thus refolved 


he would have deſcended quietly to the tomb, 


tenderneſs to old friendſhips, or of triumph to his 
oe 55 numerous 


. 


3 20 3 RR 
— enemies, which 2 vindidive; refileſs tem- 
per, as incorrigible as it is iraſcible, and which 
neither age nor misfortune can temper into diſcre- - 
tion, or humanity, have armed, as it _ in de- 
| fence of hherty and right. F 
- This lamentahle old man, lamentable in every 
" reſpect, continues to be wicked and miſchievous 
beyond the ordinary term allotted to vice. Every 
thing is abſorbed, enfeebled, or extinguiſhed in him 
is rancour, and that ftrikes deeper root, and 
blooms with brighter verdure in proportion as it 
mould wither and decay from age; envious of the 
Hurel, with which genius would have marked and 
decorated his grave, it has finally grappled with, 
ſeized, and out- topped it; its noxious qualities 
corrode whatever — within the ſphere of its 
putrid atmoſphere ; its very touch imparts a rank 
and deadly poifon, and what will ſcarce obtain 
corrency with remote poſterity, the friendſhip of 
this forlorn and wretched being, feparated, cut off, 
and avoided by thoſe who once valued him, is Kill 
more fatal than his hatred: it acts by contraries, - 
and wounds even to death the — deluded 


victim in the embrace. 


Thoſe with whom he lives, in : declared enmity, 


are jeſs expoſed to the direful effects of his ever- 


Active and ſelf. productive malice, than thoſe WhO 


admit him to their conſidence His very animoſity, 
7 : vigilant; bitter, and relentleſs. as it is, ferves as a 


ſhield to thoſe who are the objects of his reſent- 
ment, While thoſe: for whom he profeſſes affection 
or regard, or who ſubmit to be ſwayed by his 
councils, are loſt paſt redemption, and never fail 
to feel and lament the: ſad effects. of their miſtaken 


(confidence. 


This has. been recently 6 ex 


mpliſied in the two | 


greateſt inftances of his public pl upon which he 


moſt piques himſelf; from the one, for which he 
A HS, boldly 


1 5 


boldly claims t mom merit ; and from the other; 
ly contents himſelf with hav- 
ing received the greateſt recompence 3 it has been 


for which he m 


- exemplified in a manner fo evident and ftrong, that 


it muſt force conviction. on even the moſt props N 


diced mind. 


Mr. Burke collected into the eri Webs 6f-* 


parliamentary rage, all the malignant rays which 
envy and reſentment had exhaled from diſappointed 
avarice, or ambition, in order to deſtroy, by their 


concentrated force, the perſecuted object of his 


vindictive animoſity, he was, however, foiled in 
the attempt, for what, let me aſk you, has oo 
the reſult of all his criminal virulence and induſtry 


What ill has reſulted to Mr. Haſtings from all t & 


miſchievous ſkill and exertions, of the immenſe 
chemical laboratory of this man's ever fertile 
brains? None. Let the morifieations and inſults, 
jet the malice and ſeurrilities be ſubtracted, that 
_ Mr. Haſtings has received from his invulnerable 
antagoniſt, armed cap ꝗᷓ pie, and doubly fenced by 
Lords and Commons, and Mr. Haſtings is a gainer 
by cha proceſs: So much for the ENMIITT of 
— Burke. Now for his FaIENDSHIF. | 


Turn then, ay dear Str, I beſeech you, to the other | 
ledger, and ſee how his account 


| fide of this man 
ſtands with thoſe, with whom he has acted through 


lite— with whom he has lived in the moſt familiar, 
confidential, and endearing intercourſe—for whom 


he profeſſed AFFECTION, not HaTRED—with whom 
| he has lived in ſworn and-avowed-amity ; whoſe mea- 
ſures he approved, ſupported, and defended, with 
all the vehemence © natural to . his character, and 
whom he conſtantly extolled and held forth to the 
: nation, as objects of it's deareſt hope and only re- 
fuge. What has been his conduct towards them ? 
Behold them disjointed, broken, diſperſed, and ru- 
ined, at enmity wit each 5 and their "= 
| an 
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and principles ſcouted, ee and profiouticed. 


culpable by the very man, that formerly admired- 


and defended them. His FRIEND, Sir, the heir of 


| Rockingham, is a living, melancholy. evidence of 


this woeful, this afliting truth! The ſplendid houſe 
of Fitzwilliam i is eraſed from the rich chart of: politi- 
cal influence, power, and credit; its noble owner 
is reduced to a cypher, and driven into exile in the 
very country where he was born, and where his 
exalted rank, fortune, and character would have 
inſured to bim the conſequence he ought to poſſeſs, 
if he had not come in contact with that heir loom 
which deſcended with his uncle's vaſt property, at 
once a burthen and a diſgrace to the inheritance ! . 
His Lordſhip, conſigned to a premature and unme- 
rited obſcurity, is a fad monument of all that is ami- 
able and excellent in private life; being irretrievably 
loſt, and rendered uſeleſs to the ſtate, by an 5 
creet attachment to an unworthy object. | 
I behold his Lordſhip, ſorrowful and repentant, 

Nanding i in the penitential attitude of conyicted folly 
La kind of beacon, to warn other mariners embark- 


ed in the ſame perilous navigation, of the fatal rock 


upon which youth, honour, and genuine fimplicity 
were unhappily wrecked, Mr. Wyndham might 
have prafited by the diſaſter of his friend, but infa-. 
tuation has rivetted him to n and be muſt abide 


the iſſue. 


Whether the Secretary at war is the next to be 

& Filled. , or whether he is preſerved by bloody 
Banquo for a bonne bouche, I know not, but if he 
ever fixed his fondeſt hopes on Norwich—if he even 
confidered that city as his Eden, the gates of Para- 
diſe, he may be affured are ſhut againſt him for ever, 
and for this mortifying expullion, for this, heavy, 
this afſſicting and degrading curſe, he is indebted to 
his friend, his counſellor, and guide! 
5 > Under 


a 


0239 

' Under theſe various aſpects, ſome of thein pleaſ- 
ing, others offenſive, and all of them inſtructive, 
either negatively or poſitively, Mr. Burke has ap- 

peared to us at different periods of his life, exciting 
the contradictory ſenfations of eſteem, - admiration, 
horror, and diſguſt : In a word, my dear Sir, he has 

travelled through the twelve figns of the zodiac, 

and returned to the point from whence eee 
remains fixt to a certainty in ſcorpion. 

In that edition of his works, which he ſays Was 
publiſhed under the inſpection of a kind. friend, 
and which he recommends as authentic, there is in 
the firſt volume a letter addreſſed to a noble Lord, of 
a very curious nature, as to its drift and argument, 
and which ſeems to be the- avant courier to the falſe 
reaſoning, miſrepreſentations, and numberleſs con- 
tradictions, which abound in the reſt of the volumi- 
nous collection. Whether it is the production of 
Lord Bolingbrooke or of Mr. Burke,“ the latter, by 

having given publicity to it, ſhould. be reſponſible to 
ſociety for the effects it may produce. If he had re- 
futed it as well as reprinted it, we might have par- 
doned the indiſcretion, in conſideration of the mo- 
tive; but no attempt has been made to counteract 
the ill effects it m ight produce on uninformed or ill- 
diſpoſed minds. This gentleman, better ſkilled in 
poiſons than in antidotes, feels perhaps a. parental 
affection for the former, and is anxious to preſerve. 
them from the mixture and contamination of the 
latter. Conſidering, therefore, Mr. Burke as the 
publiſher,” and in that light full as culpable as the 
author of te! letter ddr» to an anonymous Lal 5 
: I 
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* Oni inquiry I find it was written by Mr. . Burke, to wer his 
talent at imitation—he might have choſen another ſubject; at all 
events, he would have handled the one he did chuſe in a manner 
more conformable to his avowed ſentiments at this time, if he had 


always * as he wiſhes us to believe, be thinks at Rue 
\ 


— 


C 


FT ſhall fubmit to your recollection, to your-cool diſ- 
onate judgment, Sir, whether any thing ever 


iſſued from the Jacobin den at Paris, more hoſtile 


to ariſtocracy, to courts, to governments, and to 


all the various eftabliſhment: both civil and ecole- | 


fiaſtical, than what is contained:iti- the following ſe- 

lections ? ? If Mr. Burke ſhould diſchim having writ- 

ten the two firſt articles, let him ſay for what pur- 
poſe they take the right-hand of his own production, 

and ſtand foremoſt in the front of a ferious of leſs 

ag . of reaſon 2 e 


Bunk r Milde BURKE. 


80 Power gradually extirpates from the mind every 


: % Humane and gentle virtue. Pit) „ benevolence, 


% friendfhip, are things almoſt unk own in high 
2 * ſtations. era amicitiæ rariſſime inbeniuntur in fis 
gui in honofibus reque publica verſantur, fays, 
icero, and, hs, courts are the ſchools where 
4 ctuelty, pride, diſfimulation, and treachery, are 


8 i ſtudied and taught in the moſt vicious perfection.“ 


A Vindication of Natural $ a B ur tes works, 
Vol. i. P. - | 


"i © The poor by their exceſſive 3 aha the rick, 
66 by. their enormous luxury, are ſet upon a level, 
e and rendered equally ignorant of any knowledge, 


Which might conduce to their happineſs. A dil. 


< mal vie w of the interior of all ſociety. The lower 
< part broken and ground down by the moſt cruel 


=. oppreſſion ; and the tich, by — artificial method 
of life, bringing worſe evils on themſelves than 


* their tyranny could poſſibly inflict on thoſe below 


1 c them. Very. different is the natural ſtate; ; here 


& there are no wants which nature gives, and in this 
c ſtate men can be ſenfible of no other wants, which 
{$6 ate nd} to be ſupplied by a = moderate degree 

OM of 


5 (26 * 
of labour. Therefore there is no flavery; neither 
is their any luxury, becauſe ' no ſingle man can 
„ ſupply the materials of it— Life is ümple, and 
© therefore it is happy.. 2 2 : e 5 
In cafes of tumult and diſorder, our law has in- 
„ veſted every man in ſome fort with the authority. 
<« of a thagiſtrate. When the affairs of the nation are. 
<« diſtradted, private people are by the ſpirit of that laws. 
< juſtified in ſtepping a little out of their ordinary 
© ſphere. They enjoy a privilege of ſomething more dig- 
„unity and effect than that of idle lamentation aver the 
e calamities of their country ; they may look into them 
„ harrowly ; they may reaſon upon them liberally, 
„ gad if they ſhould be fo fortunate as to diſcover 
ce the true ſource of the miſchief, and to ſuggeſt any 
«probable method of removing it, though they 
* may diſpleaſe the rulers of the day, they are cer» 
* tainly of ſervice to the cauſe of government. 


| N on the preſent Diſcontents, by Edmund 


| Burke, vol. i. p. 411 and 412% 

“Jam not one of thoſe who, think that the peo - 
ple are never in the wrong. They have been ſo, 
frequently and outrageouſly, both in other coun- 
e tries and in this. But I do ſay, that in all dif- 
„ putes between them and their rulers, the preſump- 
«tion is at leaſt upon a par in favour of the people. 
Experience may perhaps juſtify me in going farther. 
„Where popular diſcontents have been very preva- 


< lent, it may well be affirmed and ſupported, that 
ee there has been generally ſomething found amiſs in 


. - the conſtitution, or in the conduct of goverment. 
* The people have no intereſt in diſorder; when 


they do wrong, it is their error, and not their 
crime; but with the governing part of the ſtate 


* e They 


eit is far other wiſe. 
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T0 They certainly may act ill by defign, as n 
& as by miſtake, ler revolutions qui arrivent dans les ' 


* grands etats ne ſont point un Mer du hazard, ni du 


2 caprice des peuples. Rien ne 9 les grands d'un 
© royaume comme un gouvernment foible et derangi. 
© Pour la populace, ce n'e/t jamais par envie a, 
* guielle ſe ſouleve mais par impatience de ſouffrir'* 


„ Theſe are the words of a great man, of a minĩ- | 


<« ſter of ſtate; and what he ſays of revolutions, is 
* 2 85 true of all nome diſturbances.”! | 


Bid. p. 416 and 417. 


« "IF fnteniperately, enwiſcly, fatally, you ſophil. 
<« ticate and poiſon the very ſource of government, 
« by urging ſubtle deductions and conſequences. 
<« odious to thoſe. you govern, from the unlimited 
e and illimitable nature of ſupreme ſovereignty, you. 
will teach them {he Americans) by theſe means, 
< to call that fovereignty itſelf in queſtion. When 
< you drive him hard, the bear will ſurely turn upon 
bis hunters. If that ſovereignty and their freedom 
cannot be reconciled, what will they do? They 
vill caſt your ſovereignty. in | your IEA 
will be argued into ſlavery.” 

M. Burke on 5mm — 7. aratim, wal; i. 45 


574. e 


& An. hides now ſtand, every man, in propor- 
< tton to his conſequence at court, tends to add to 
<« the expences of the civil liſt, by all manner of 
jobs, if not for himſelf, yet for his dependents. 
% When the new plan is cſtabliſhed, thoſe who are 
<< ſuitors for jobs, will become the: moſt ſtrenuous 
* oppoſers of them. They will have a common in- 
« tereſt with the miniſter in public economy.” 

Burke” * N vol. ii. - Page 2 259 10 to 26 3. 


ee | 


* 8 de Sully, vol. I p. 133. 


* 


„ = 
He people are the maſters. They have only to 


& expreſs their wants at large and in groſs. We 
are the expert artiſts ; we are the fhilful workmen 
c to Hape their deſires into perfect form, and to fit 
* the: utenfal to the uſe. They are the ſufferers, 
< they tell the ſymptoms of the complaint; but we 
* know the exact ſeat of the diſeaſe, and how to. 
„ apply the remedy according to the rules of art. 
„ How ſhocking would it be to ſee us pervert. our 
„ {kill into a fineſter and ſervile dexterity, for the 
% purpoſe of evading our duty, and defrauding our 
„ employers, who are our natural lords, of the object f 
& their juſt expectationt. Ibid. I have not, Sir, the 
“ frantic preſumption to ſuppoſe, that this plan con- 
e tains in it the whole of what the public has a right 
© to expect, in the great work of reformation they 
* call for; indeed, it falls infinitely ſhort of it. It 
« falls ſhort, even of my own ideas. | You will ſee 
* how neceflary it is to review our military expen- 
e ces for ſome years paſt, and, if poſſible to bind up 
c and cloſe that bleeding artery, of profuſion ; but 
c. that buſineſs alſo, J have reaſon to hope, will be. 
< undertaken by abilities that are fully adequate to 
« it. Something muſt be deviſed (if poſſible) to 
& check the ruinous expences of elections. Sir, all 
& or moſt of theſe things muſt be done. Every one 
“ mutt take his part. If we ſhould be able by dez- 
ce terity, or power, Or intrigue, ro DISAPPOINT 
«<< THE EXPECTATIONS of our conſtituents, what will 
<« jt avail us? We thall never be itrong' or artful. 
enough to parry, or to put by the irreſiſtible de- 
* mands of our ſituation ; that ſituation calls upon 
& ys, and upon our conſtituents too, with a voice 

c which will be heard.” Jbid.  _ | 


© The whole hope of reformation is at length caſt 

« upon us; and et us not deceive the nation which 
* does us the honour to hope every thing from our 
% virtue. If all the nation are not equally forward 
66 to 
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« to preſs this duty upon us, yet be aſſured, that 
they all equally expect we ſhould perform it. Ihe 
reſpectfu. filence of thoſe who wait upon your 


* pfeaſure, ought to be as powerful with you, as 
<<. the call of thoſe who require your ſervice as their 
* Fight. Some without doors affect to feel hurt for 


« your dignity, becauſe they ſuppoſe that menaces 


“ are held ro you: juſtify their good opinion by 


ee ſhewing that no menaces are , to ſtimu- 
{t we may 
„ ſympathize with them in one point, whe ſympa- ' 
„ thize with us in another, we ovght to attend no de; 
to thoſe who approach us like men, and who, in the © 
* pujſe of petitioners, ſpeak to us in the tone of a can- 
„ cealed authority it is not wiſeto force them to ſpeak © 
«< out more plainly, what they plainly mean: but the” 
petitioners ere violent be it {0 ; thoſe who are leaſt ' 
« anxious about your conduct, are not thoſe that love 
« you mg: moderate affection and ſatiated enjoy- 
% ment are cold and reſpectful; but ati ardent and 
* injured paſſion is tempered up with wrath, and 
* grief, and ſhame, and conſcious worth, and the 
% maddening ſenſe of violated right. A jealous lo- 
e ver lights his torch from the firebrands of the fu- 
* fies. They who call upon you to belong wholly to the © 


“ late you to your duty: but, Sir, whi 


<6 people, are thoſe who wiſh you to return to your pro- 
« per home; to the ſphere of your duty, to the paſt of 


e your honour, to the 1 of all genuine ſerene 


and ſolid ſatisfaftion.  Wehave furniſhed tothe peo. 
% ple of England (indeed we have) fome real cavss 


© OF JraLousy ; let us leave that fort of company 


4 


„which, if it does not deſtroy our innocence, pol- 
& jutes our, honour ; let us free ourſelves at once 
© from every thing that can increaſe their ſuſpici- 


„% ons, and inflame their juſt reſentment; let us 


« 2nff away from us, with a generous ſcorn, all the love 
e rokens and ſymbol that we have been vam and light 
enough is atrept : all the brattlets und muff-boxes, 


1. 


£6 


(6:1 29) "Y „ 


* minature e pitures; and hair devices, and all the 2 
other adulterous trinkets, that are the pledges of your - 
alienation, and the monuments of our ſhame ; let us 


return to our legitimate home, and all jars 


and all quarrels will be loft in embraces ; let 
the Commons in Parliament aſſembled be one and 
the ſame thing with the Commons at large, the 


diſtinctions that are made to ſeparate us are un- 


natural and wicked contrivances; let us identify. 
let us incorporate ourſelves with the people; let 
us cut all the cables, and ſnap the chains which tie 
us to an unfaithful ſhore, and enter the friendly 


harbour, that ſhoots thr out into the main, its 
moles and-jettees to receive us.—* War with the 


world, and peace with-our conſtituents”; be this 


our motto and our. principle; then, indeed, we 


ſhall be truly great; reſpecting ourſelves, we ſhall 


be reſpected by the world; at preſent all is trou- 


bled, and cloudy, and diſtracted, and full of an- 
ger and turbulence both abroad and at home; but 


© the air may be cleared by this ſtorm, and light and 
fertility may follow it; Jef us give a faithful pledge | 
10 the people, that we honour, indeed, the” crown, 
but that we belong to them; that we are their auxi- 
* liaries, and not their taſt- maſters; their fellow-la- 


bourers in the ſame vineyard, not lording over their 


b rights, But helpers of their joy; that to tax them is a 


% prievance' to-ourſelves, but to cut off from: our enjoy- 


0 
«c 
ce 


ments d forward their's is the higheſt gratification 


we are cqpable of receiving. I foel with comfort, 


that we are all warmed with theſe ſentiments, and 


e -while we are thus warm, I with we may go direQ- 


2 ce 


(K 


ly and with a cheerful heart to this ſalutary work 


 —(REFORMY” 
Burke's Speech on. — Reform, vol. it. | 
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Compare the ſentiments expreſſed, and the princi- 
- ples avowed, throughout the different ſelections [ 
have made from the ſpeeches and writings of Mr, 
Burke, with what be has publiſhed ſubſequent to the 
- ſubvertion of deſpotiſm in France; that is, ſince he 
| feparated' from thoſe, with whom he has ated and 
lived, or rather (pardon my prolixity) ſince his mer- 
. cenary and intereſted union with thoſe whom he has 
as and indecently oppoſed through life, and 
: ſay, Sir, whether it is not the very extreme of im- 
pudent, unbluſhing, and unfeeling arrogance, for 
this man to come forward to inſtruct us in leſſons of 

loyalty, morality, and religion? 
Theſe are ſtrong public facts, my lang Sir, to 


- which I have alluded, well worthy. of the ſerious pe- 


ruſal of thoſe, hte” eaſy, unſuſpecting tempers, 
: incline them to think favourably of Mr. Burke, be- 
cauſe they have lived and ated with him in public, 


and been dazzled by the ſplendor of his abilities 


far greater objects not only claim but imperiouſly de- 


5 n their attention, and what ought to be a quel- 


tion at all times with all mankind, whether thoſe 
$p= wg pervert or proſtitute the treaſures of a vaſtly 


rich- giſted mind, are worthy of credit and reſpect, 
is more ſo now than ever, becauſe in moments of re- 
volution, or in times of great public diſcontent, men 
of talents and ambition will come forward with fair 


pretenſions to captivate, ſeize, and bold public con- 
fidence in a ruinous and diſgraceful bondage: if a 
, diſtruſt of this nature of men, pretending to influ- 


; ence our opinions and direct our judgments, is ne- 


ceſſary, becauſe they are not known to us: it confi- 

- dence, the legitimate offspting only of friendſhip and 
affection, ought not to be accorded until it has gone 
through the ordeal trial, which perſonal hanour and 
ſecurity exact in ſelf. defence: : it the fulleſt proofs of 
the moſt perfect rectitude and uniform conſiſtency 


are requiſite i in the tranſactions of en life, how 


much 


ach 


£45) 


md more requiſite, and how much ſtrouger, 
if poſſible, ought theſe proofs to be when the 
confidence to be given is connected with the prof- 


perity of nations, and the happineſs of mil- 


lions? How.much more neceſſary i is it, that the 
man who ſtands forward in the tempeſt and hur- 
ricane of public affairs, to guide, enlighten, and 
conduct us through the ftorm, ſhould come re- 
commended by all that honour and capacity can 
- furniſh from their rich treaſures? How much more 
neceſſary is it, that the man who comes forward 


uninvited and of his own accord, ſhould alſo come 


decorated and equipped with all that honour, pru- 
dence, and ability can furniſh from the rich treaſure 
of their abundant and aggregated exchequer, before 
Ve reſign to him our opinions and our judgment, and 


eſpecially in times of great public diſcontent, when the 
mind has no reſting place, and all is fear, jealouſy, 


and alarm; when our energies are enfeebled, and our 
faculties, and even action itſelf, ſuſpended, or forced 
out of its proper, wholeſome, natural track! I am 


ſure, Sir, you will agree with me, that confidence, 
which: ought-under all circumſtances to be of flow 


and gradual growth, ought not to be expected at this 
moment without producing all the certificates which 


experience and well-nurtured reflection can furniſh: 


if then it would be deemed impudence or folly in any 
man to make ſuch pretenſions without ſuch teſtimo- 


mals, how much more arrogant and audacious is it 


in the man to come forward, and require us to re- 
ſign our judgment to his guidance, whoſe whole hif- 
_ tory reſembles a piece of moſaic work, to the full as 


ludicrous, as offenfive, and as exceptionable, as the 


one, which he deſcribes em in his works, of | 


an ill- aſſorted adminiſtration ? ' 
I leave to the retailers of ſcandal Sir, to thoſe who 


-derive a precarious and diſhonourable maintenance 
by ſuch. means, .the taſk of private anecdote and hif- 
tory.. It is not within my province. ; 
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All as for is, that it is extremely indecent, 

and not very Jadicioos in any man te write, that is 
fallen, degraded, and loſt in che public opinion---the 
writings of fuch a man cannet produce any beneficj- 


al effeR either to the country or to its miniſters; and 


if the latter entertain fuch a hope againſt the infalli- 


dle evidence of experience, and the natural operations 


of the human mind, they deceive themſelves, and 
ought not to be offended at the well-meant Zeal, that 
appriſes them of their error. 6 
Mr. Burke, by publiſhing his injudicious Refiedi- 
ons upon the French Revolution, and his Rill more 


injudicious explanation of the principles of the En- 


glith Revolution, in 1688, . Me. 7. Fa to 
alert the Rights of Man. 

The popularity of Mr. Burke, never very great 
or very flattering at any period of his life, was con- 
derably in the wane, when he attempted to direct, or 
rather ta miſlead the publie mind; it had recently. 
felt, even to convulſion, that noble, generous glow of 
lberty; ; that ſympathy which, like electricity, (truck 
every man, excepting himfelt, from the higheſt to 
the lowest; with rapture and with triamph: not a 


breaſt but plowed with the moſt lively ſympathetic 


joy at beholding France emancipate herſelf from ages 
of deſpotilm, the rigors of which being leſſened, and 
the condition of the people meliorated, were owing 
entirely to the mild-and beneficent character of the 
unfortunate monarch on the throne, who could give 
vo other ſecurity than hope, and his own very excel- 
lent example, that his fuccetfor would be as amiable 


and as virtuous, as temperate and as juſt as himſelt.— 


every body in tae firſt inſtance admired the Wannen 


Revolution; Mr. Burke alone condemned it! ee 


Gentleman loves minorities, and he is likely to be 
gratified to the very extent of his withes for the re- 


mainder of his life. It cannot be diflembled, my 


e e eee to this man, and to a 


C9) 5 


rabble of ſcribblers, that have yelped in uniſon with 
him, for all the execrable traſh that has been diſſemi- 
nated throughout the kingdom; but for the impolitic 
writings of the former, we ſhould never have been 


inſulted with the inflammatory productions of the 


latter; and ſurely, there was little wiſdom in trying 
the queſtion of ſtrength between the forte of num- 


bers, and the influence and authority of government. 


Examine the ſtate of the country, and aſk yourſelf 
what has been the reſult of the writings and. efforts 
of the men who have pretended to ſupport the conſti- 
tution, and to. ſilence the banditti of libellers that 


aſſailed it? I am afraid you will find it to be too true, 


that they have in fact given birth, form, and confi-" 


ſtency to a ſociety formidable enough to have forced 


the legiſlature to the expediency of endeavouring to 
preſerve the conſtitution, by a temporary ſuſpenſion 
of our deareſt rights! and if it ſhould be ſo, it is evi- 


dent that libels are not to be ſuppreſſed by libels. 


This has tong been my opinion, and it is ſeriouſly: too 


be lamented, that an obvious truth in the Memoirs 
of Dumourier, has not yet occurred to thoſe who 


really wiſh well to goverment, “ I remarquer, 
& que preſque tous les ſobriquets de factions ſont vile, et 


< que cependant c'eſt preſque toujours la faction ſuperi- 


eure en dignit?, qui les invente pour exprimer ſon me 
pris il t a remarquer auff, quelle eſt preſque' 


6e toujours dans le cas de Sen. repentir.” After which 
| he adds, Quant 2 Pappellation de ſant culottes elle 


a eu des conſequences bien plus terribles que celle des 


„ guss der pays B.. 8, 

I am no friend to the man, to his principles, or to 
his conduct, whom I have quoted; on the contrary, 
I deteſt his unexampled vanity and ambition, and 


deplore, with a very heavy and aching heart, the hor- 


rible crimes and devaſtations which they have pro- 
duced; but an important truth is not to be reject- 

. n D | - ed, 
La Vie du General Dumourier, tom. ii. p. 156. 
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ed, on aceount of the perſon. by whom. it is pra > 
© nounced. | 
I was at Paris des: a paper called L Ami du Roi 
no ſooner appeared, than it was oppoſed by another 
called L' Ami du Peuple: the conſequehee was, that 
the editor of the former periſhed on a ſcaffold, and 
but for the virtuous enthuſtaſm of à female, the 
earth might ſtill have been vexed and diſhonoured by 
the deſpicable,, loathſome wretch that cenducted the 

latter. Truſt me, Sir, but theſe are bad, very bad, 
reſources, and eſpecially on the eve of any great com- 

motion, or in times of public tumult. A paper con- 1 
teſt between the people and the government is a very 
dangerous expedient government wages war upon 

unequal terms—* It was not only with reaſon, and 
* with fads, prrbaps, but with Bedlam and the mint.“ 
-—Beſides, in ſuch times Swiſs writers are generally 
ſueceeded by Swiſs of another deſcription, and I have 
ſeen fo much of the former in the different revoluti- 
ons on the continent, that I ſhould not be ſurpriſed, 
in the event of a revolution in this country, which 
heaven forbid ! to fee Citizen Lee and Edmund 
Burke ſhake hands, and, act as joint ncienarive af ſtate 

together. „ 

1 have dwelt on this ſubject the . Sir, be⸗ \ 
8 Jam convinced of the ruinous conſequences 
that muſt ultimately reſult to the country, if theſe 
"writers are ſuffered by a miſtaken opinion. of their 
utility to have any conſiderable influence on the pub- 
lic opinion, or credit with miniſters; in that caſe 

they will feel themſelves, of confequence ; they will 
be courted: by both parties, and finiſh by ultimately 
ditating-to both. Mr. Burke, the field marſhal of 
this army of miſchievous inſects, has, at leaſt in one 
inſtance, made the attempt, and if L forbear to enter 
into particulars, it is, that Ido not wiſh to ſpeak of 
myſelf more than is abſolutely neceſfary. The re- 
Froach of egotiſm 9 not belong to me. It i is now 
i f time, 


8.9 
time, my dear Sir, to examine a performance; the 


compoſition of which is unworthy of the high litera- 
xy 2 ng ove "of its avthor—the ſtatements of which 


are falſe and illiberal; its arguments weak, inclu- 
Hive, and abſurd; and its drift, object, and deſign, 


moſt evidentiy miſchievous. It is impofſible that any 
man of a correct taſte can approve: of the language z 

there is nothing of that ſtrong and ſplendid radiance 
which was once wont te vivify, charm, and illumine 
.vs—a feeble ray, feebly emitted the laſt fad effort of 
expiring genius now and then darts forth and ſhews 
us what has been, by What is not !—a mere momen- 
tary blaze, like a candle burnt down to the ſocket, 


and like the candle's dying flame, becomes fainter 


and fainter at every ineffectual ſtruggle to live a 
little longer! I am afraid, Sir, that the ſimile will 
hold good to the laſt, for [ Amd ſcent the en 
fve wick 
2 Mr. Burke has es to us at different da 
in the different characters of philoſopher, hiſtorian; 
politician, economiſt; and pact. To the firft of theſe 
he has proved a recreant knight, even to an abhor- 
rence of the very name: his preſent ill- will to ab- 
ſtract reaſoning may poſſibly ariſe from the conviction 
he feels of the futility of human. reaſoning, upon 
all ſubjeëts not connected with mathematics, or fuſs” 
ceptible of demonſtration. - It may be fo, bur Þ ms. 
ther ſuſpe@ it proceeds from an averſion to all ſpeeu. 
lation, that is BA profitable, and * own. en 8 
my authority) £ 
1 do not know becher 1 meant at the thank to 
bid or the offree_ at any future period, but l well re. 
member reading, ſome where in; his T boughts: on 
« the preſent Diſcontenis, that, © when an adverſe - 
“ cannedtion is to be deſtroyed; .recourſs muſh be had, in 
c order to accompliſh the bufeneſs, to fome one beionging. 
* to it, h enjoys the higheſt confidence of hib party 
„ by . and r woilh Bis. dle ried 4 
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beg my dear Sir, that you will not miſunderſtand 
me. I hope that I ſhall not be miſunderſtood by the 
world at large; or ſuppoſed, by this alluſion, to throw 
even the moſt diſtant reffection on the conduct of 
miniſters; on the contrary, I hold their admitting 
Mr. Burke into their ranks to have been perfectly 
right. A prudent general will never reject an intel- 
ligent deſerter from an enemy's camp. Miniſters 
would have been juſtified even in the calm interval 
of peace and public felicity, in enliſting ſuch a ſtur- 
dy recruit; but in times of turbulence and danger, 
when the moſt perfect unanimity was neceſſary, both 
in and out of Parliament, to the preſervation of the 
ſtate, it became their duty to receive him, and was, 
in fact, patriotiſm. They were not aware of the im- 
poſſibility of bridling him, and that he would run them 
out of breath. I cannot ſuppoſe, that much art or 
deluſion was employed, to detach Mr. Burke from 
thoſe, with whom he had acted and lived all his life, 
and from whom nothing more was to be expected, 
not even the moſt diſtant proſpect of another im- 
peachment to bring forward and conduct. The 
gentleman was decided by mere motives of retur, 
worldly prudence, which always render the charms, 
ſpells, and operations of ſorcery unneceſſary. Mr. 
Burke had well examined the ſtate of both markets; 
that which he had kept for many years, and that of 
his neighbours—alarmed at the barren, ſtarved mi- 
ſerable appearance of the one, and enamoured with 
the rich luxuriancy of the other, he gathered up his 
beggarly account of empty ſieves and baſkets, and, 
trotting over to the other ſide, quitted penury for ever. 
It is evident, from the alacrity with which the gentle- 
man caſt off and changed hands, and the agility with 
_ - which he craſſed over and i ured i in, that he can yet 
go down a dance to. his ang, 1 do not, how- 


ever, perceive, on a fair e of facts and cir- 
8 that any good has reſulted to Govern- 
ment 


i I. 


ment from his acquiſition ; yet, whatever his ſer. 


vices may amount to, and however conſiderable 
they may be in' expectancy, he can certainly boaſt 


having had value received for all the ſervices he has 


ever performed. I have no perſonal animoſity to 
Mr. Burke—] do not feel envious of his good for- 
tune, whatever I may do of thoſe ſplendid: talents 
which all the world admires, and te which all the 
world pays a cheerful,” ready, well: deſerved” ho- 
mage. My poor pretenſions could never come in 
competition with his proud claims, and to confeſs 
the truth, Tam much better ſatisfied, from my love 
of :eaſe and independence, with the humble me- 
diocrity to which my inferior fortune and very in- 
ferior talents have condemned me, than I ſhould: 
be-in the leſs. tranquil and certainly lefs comfortable 
blaze of affluence. I ſay this, in order to remove 
Impreſſions, if any ſhould exiſt, or be excited, that 
Fam ſtimulated to this ſevere inveſtigation of his 
conduct and principles by any other motives than 
thoſe which I have avowed, and which I feel to be 
- laudable; with a ſtake as valuable in my efti- 
mation, and with an intereſt much greater, by be- 
ing a much younger man; than Mr. Burke can pre- 
tend to in the preſervation of the conſtitution, with 


which order, perſonal liberty, ſecurity of property | 


Ein a word, private happineſs and national honour 
are intimately blended and connected—it is as free 
for me, as it is for him, to canvaſs the meafures- of 

public men, and I have his own authority for laying, 


that in times like the preſent, © every private mau is 


1 %˙⸗ ͤ . 
. have preciſely the fame kind of right to ſcruti- 


5 niſe, expoſe, and cenſure, what appears to be wrong 


in the motives and conduct of Mr. Burke, as he 
has to inveſtigate, expoſe, and condemn the con- 


duct of the Duke of Bedford or Lord Lauder- 
dale. In doing this, I do nothing more than * 
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erciſe the right of an Engliſhman; and in. doing, 


I virtually defend the rights of ALL Fngliſhwen. . 
Let me, then, Sir, not be cenſured, either hy mi · 
niſters or by thoſe who. oppoſe them, while I am - 
exidently influenced by a love of right, and a very 


anxious ſolicitude to. preſerve the public tranquil». 


lity, brought into hazard by the extravagant rav+ 
Of a man to whom, in my boyifh days, when 


rte converſant with the world, and Kill leſs ſo 


with the human heart, 1Jooked up as an ornament 


. to literature, and an honour. to the country, but 


whom I now conſider as a very ſerious national 
c:'2mity, of very bitter taſte and wide extent... 
Mr. Burke and his Partiſans have brought quel- 


5 tions into diſcuſſion which cannot be agitated with- 


out much hazard to the public peace, and which it 


is dangerous at all times to bring forward: they 


bave ſtepped. beyond their competency, as well as 
bexond all prudence, and we ſuffer for their Pre- | 


tuwption. and their indiſcretion. 


Such, Sir, have lieen che Wretebel effects oC che 


writings of - thoſe whoſe .pretended attachment to 


the Government, ſavared very much of the explod- 
ed -.dodrines of .Nivine right and non-refiltance.. 


5 What bas been the iſſue of an expenſive paper war, 
for years, hut diſgrace and defeat? (overnnent,: 


after a conteſt unworthy. of its dignity, in Which 
pigmies would have nſurped the place of Atlas, have 


been compelled to abandon, in ſome fort, the diſ- 
graceful warfare, and fly to parliament for ſuccour. 
It is nat meant to give offence by theſe obſer va- 


tions, but, on the contrary, to enſure to adminiſ- 


: tration the yl Oe of _ 1 it Ought 


have, 
* 1 vill be pls perhaps, what I hare; 1055 100 PoE but 


thoſe who m in 4 qiſnoſęd to think my lapguage too ſtrong, are de- 
E 


ſireg to recollect, che barſh ſcurrilities of Mr. Burke to others; and 


to oll that I did. not purſue him to his retreat, but merely 
5 met him on the very ground where he has thrown the gauntlet. 


„ 
Bave, and to which I wiſh to ſee it entitled, not aa 
a favour, but as a right; founded on virtudus in- 
_ tentions, and a virtuous application of the means 
entruſted to them. It is by renovation only, that 
innovation can be prevented, and, when the innu- 
merable calamities which invariably follow the train 
of the latter, are ſeriouſly conſidered, our. averſion 
and alarm; for. the conſequences that: may reſult 
from the former, will: gradually ſubſide, and be 
loſt in the contemplation of perfect ſecurity, and 
much future peace and felicity, It is from this 
conviction, and with the view of doing good, that 
theſe obſervations are ſubmitted to your reflec- 
WE $23 nes og oe  NnE 
Acting under this impreflion, and warring at 
this very moment, perhaps, with my own perfonal 
intereſts, in a manner as to make thoſe. who are ac- 
quainted with the. purity of my motives, and who 
are anxious for my welfare, tremble for my future 
_ eaſe and comfort, I may furely claim a favourable. 
interpretation of my efforts and my warmth,-when 
the cauſe I plead is that of liberty and my country! 
1 chank them kindly for their folicitude, and am 
ſenſibly affected by their fears; but. Mr., Burke, as 
an enemy to that liberty which I adore, and. as a 
miſchief to the country that I love, with a much 
more holy fervour than he can boaſt, is my FOE, 
and as ſuch I will purſue, from a principle of duty, 
whatever conſequences may ultimately reſult to my 
perſon or my fortune. No man ever more paſſio- 
nmately admired the rich eloquence of his ſplendid 
_ .oratory, than I have done; no man laments more 
fincerely that his talents ſhould not have been as 
benekicial as they were once captivating. As a poet 
giving full ſcope to wild fancy, and roving uncon- 
trouled in his luxuriant garden of tropes, meta- 
| phors, and fictions, he raviſhes all hearts; had he con- 
fined himſelf to the bright ſummit of LO Oe | 
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Four 285 ind up and armed: cap-a-pie, in the 


Cans? 


be ood. 3 eminent had he contented 
himſelf with gatheri ng the rich foliage from its ex- 
uberant parterres, and diſtributing, as he was wont 


to do, their varigated ſweets to a faſcinated world; 


or if in love with ſcience, he had ſtrayed among the 


academicgroves of Greece, ſtudying the mild lefſons 


of -philoſophy, and by practiſing what he ſtudied, 


taught us virtue by example, the name of Burke 
would have deſcended to the lateft poſterity, with 
thoſe of - Shakeſpeare and of Ariſtotle, the idol of 
this country, and the proud boaſt of his own! 
But the bard arid the philoſopher, are loſt in the 
politician without rectitude, and in the bigot with- 
out mercy. He has quitted the lyceum for the 
ſhambles, and rivalling Legendre,'in his diſcarded 


profeſſion, ſpeaks as ſcientifically of, © cutting up, 


and of the tallow on the cawl and kidne 5, * as if 
he had been educated a butcher from his earlieſt 

_ Infancy... Inſtead of being an ornament to the na- 
tion, as we had reaſon to expect, where nature had 
been generous even to profuſion, inſtead of giving 


wholeſome employment and a proper direction to 


the faculties of a mind ſtill vehement and active, 


he is, though not exactly in the ſenſe he deſcribes 


imſelf to be © a deſolate old man; but old and de- 
ſolate as he is, he would yet tear us, if his fangs had 
not happily loſt their force and elaſticity. 8 


Does Mr. Burke mean to beſpeak our e 
and to arreſt our reſentment, when he calls him- 


ſelf a deſolate old man? If he does, he ſhould be told, 
that it is very unbecoming in an old man to turn 


gladiator, and ſtill more ſo to challenge all the 


world to fight him with broad ſword or back 


ſword, _ rapier, double rapier, cudgels, or 
Look at his wan figure, I beſeech 


. ARS | ; AT rene, 0 
* 25 Mr. PD "PRE to a Noble Lord. 


— 


Ca 3 
rene, ready for the combat, and no 0 body to 


fight with bim—playing about him like a very fury, 
and quarrelling with all mankind that are not as mad 


as himſelf. Such, my dear Sir, is the deſolate old 


man who tells us that he has retired to“ ſorrow 


and obſcurity, dead at once to. the affairs and plea- 


2 ſures of the world!“ Tell me, Sir, if in the 
courſe of your long experience, you ever remember 


an aſſertion ſo evidently falſe, and then ſay, whe- 


ther ſuch a man deſerves mercy or indulgence? A 
deſolate old man has no buſineſs on a.public ſtage, ex- 
cept in the fictions of the theatre, or as an object 
of charity. In the latter character he has already ap- 
peared, and having been charitably relieved, he 
| ſhould withdraw. His preſence. is an intruſion. 
But when this “ deſolate old man” ſays he aas ** talen 
| 5 his leave of London for ever” that he is. © in ſorrow 
* And obſcurity, retired and dead to the affairs and 
k « pleaſures of this world, at the very inſtant that 
he i is gratifying his natural malignity of temper, and 
| giving audience to printers devils in Harley. Street, 
What elſe can we think of him, but that he is an 
impoſtor, unworthy of the alms he has obtained, 


7 and of the compaſſion he implores ? But to the : 


point. The performance of this officious. and diſ- 
ſatisfied old man, commences with an inſinuation, 
not very decent or juſt, againſt the Duke of Bedford, 
(hom he would aſſimilate to that curſe and oppro- 
drium of France, the duke of Orleans) and, with 
a very fulſome compliment indeed to Lord Gren- 
ville, at which J am ſure his lordſhip muſt have 
| bluſhed; I am as ready as any man, to pay full 
mesſute of praiſe to fair and honeſt deſert; I am 
not leſs diſpoſed than Mr. Burke, to think well and 


to ſpeak well of Lord Grenville, « or any other man, 


"whenever the panegyric is authorized by the fact, 


and being almoſt as competent to decide on the cha- 


racter 
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_ raſter and capacity of the Noble Lord, 1 feel hurt 


at the awkward pofition in which he has been placed 


by the premature compliments of his abject culogiſt, 


who would probably have faid preciſely the fame. 


handſome things of Sir Watkin Lewes, if Sir Watkin 


Lewes had been ſecretary of ſtate. „ 
Mr. Burke is a perfect adept in the very lucrative 
ſcience of flattery; but the vanity that can be pleaſ- 


ed with the praiſe of ſuch a man muſt be very ex- 


orbitant indeed! How fortunate it is that the grave 
conecals the bluſhes of Lord Keppel! Mr. Burke 


has introduced a new method of prophefying; he 


pranounces decidedly, what part the gallant ad- 
miral would take in the great public queſtions of 
the day, if he were alive. It is, perhaps, only on ſuch 

occaſions as theſe, that the affertions of Mr. Burke 
do not riſque contradiction, If Mr. Fox had de- 
feended to the tomb of his anceftors, before the 
French revolution happened, I have no doubt but his 
quandom friend would have as pathelically deplored 
the loſs of ſo much civic virtue and ability, and have 

allotted to Mr. Fox a part very different to what we 


| have ſeen him take. What a misfortune it is that Mr. 


Fox, by having ſurvived the admiral ſo long, ſhould. 


de deprived of his full portion of quantum meruit, 
when the juror on the inqueſt would have been ſo ex- 


tremely liberal and profuſe ! Death, at no future pe- 
riod of his life, can now infure to him ſuch an cs. 
as he would certainly have had, if he had happily 
died in time. But I forget myſelf: it is time that 
pleaſantry ſhould give place to ſobriety, and I am once 


more ſerious. 


The motion announced in the early part of the 
preſent ſeſſion, by the Duke of Bedford or Lord Lau- 
derdale, the purport of which is to inquire into the 
nature of a penſion granted to Mr. Burke, has pro- 


duced a pamphlet from that gentleman, which in 


other times would have drawn on it a very ſtrong 


E 44 ) 


paripmentary.comſurs. if not a proſecution, for he 
Yrands, by implication, the motion as a libel on his 
character. He ſays (page 7) that © looſe libelt ought * 
i be paſſed by in Modes and contempt. ' By me they 
©. have been /o always. - But when they derive an im- 
e portance from the rank of the perſon they came from, 
and the gravity of the place where they are uttered, 
„in ſome way or other I ought to take natice of tbem. 
Such, my good Sir, is the reaſon alledged by the 
gentleman for coming forward. The firſt part of the 
{ſtatement is not exactly conformable to truth; in- 
1 ba deed the gentleman is very apt to fly off in a direct 
tangent from truth, whenever it ſuits his purpoſe: 
he conſiders himſelf as a kind of privileged perſon, 
and ſeems to have provided an · excuſe for the falſe- 
hoods he utters, by: informing us, that If it the 
nature of all greatneſs not to be EXAC T.“ If by 
ce looſe libel he means whatever has been ſaid againſt 
him out of Parliament, I would aſk him, if he treated 
thoſe ſtrictures on his conduct which are annexed to 
the letters addreſſed to the duke of Grafton and 
Lord Stanhope, with that /ilent-contemp?t*? which 
he pretends ? Iam, perhaps, better informed on this 
occaſion than he ſuſpects, not from the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, with whom I have never con- 
verſed fince the year 1793, either on that or any 
other ſubject, or from any perſon conneded with 
him; but having it from unqueſtionable authority, 
J will aſk Mr. Burke if he did not wait on the Mi- 
niſter, and make uſe of language that did not be- 
come either of the parties concerned, to hear or 
l hope Mr. Burke will not force me to be more 
explicit. It is plain that he totally miſunderſtood 
my ſituation and my character, and if I have 
brought this © deſolate old man forward on my own, - 
V7 Ed ref ng Account, 
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* Burke's Speech on American Taxation, Vol. i. P. 542. 


tas 
Sccount, it is merely by way of reproof, for his 
having quitted his retreat, to calumniate, and 
injure me, if I had been a abject and as dependent : 
in my mind, as he's vindictive and unforgiving in 
his temper. Mr. Burke, the inquiſitor-general, as 
Anarcharſis Cloots was the orator-general of the 
human race, cries out moſt+ vociferouſly, if any 
one preſumes to W an r on Gd 1 e 


£ meruir.”- 


It is probable, however, that he: was on theta. 
queſt when his own © quantum meruit” was aſcer- 
tained, and when you enumerate the vaſt ſervices 
Be has recorded, and pretends to have performed: 
when you recollect all that he has ſaid of himſelf, and 

believe him to be © EXACT,” in ſpite of greatneſs, 
you' will even then; Sir, confeſs that he has al- 
jowed bimſelf full and ample reward for all che 
ſervices he can poſſibly have performed. - 

This man, who arrogates to himſelf the "ine, 
aud really exerciſes it, of amputating, cutting up, 
flaying, hewing, flaſhing, and anatomiſing inſtitu- 
tions, eſtabliſhments, miniſters, admirals, and gene- 
krals, is in violent hyſterics the very inſtant that the 
probe is pointed towards his own boſom, and in 
the delirium of rage and fear, exclaims that the 
furgeon is an hired affaſſin! What does the conduct 
of Mr. Burke towards the Duke of Bedford and 
Lord Lauderdale in fact amount to, but a direct 
denial of their right to inquire into the nature of 
the penſion which has been granted him by the 
Crown? It is not for me to pronounce on the 
guantum meruit which has obtained him ſuch large 
reward. I do not feel myſelf competent to diſcuſs 
the queſtion, and till leis does it become me, to 

ive an opinion on a matter which is to be argued, 
where only ſuch matters can be noticed with. eflect; 
but by this attack on the noble Lords above men- 
— Tr” a - meaſure ns dy” the uſages of 

Parliament, 


„ | 
Parliament, and forming a part of their duty, 2s 
truſtees to the public, it is evident that Mr. Burke, 
become a judge and party in his own cauſe, would 
wreſt from the Houſe of Peers that ſuperintending 
controul over the public expenditure, which he 
acknowledges to belong of. right to the Houſe of 
Eords,- and never to have been denied it.“ a9 


I do not know in what light other gentlemen con- 


ſider that part of the letter which relates to the pro- 
poſed inquiry, but to me it appears to be a direQ, 
unqualified attack on the inquiſitorial power of the 
Peers, and a virtual denial of any right in Parliament 
itſelf to inveſtigate the propriety of grants and penſi- 


ons. have no reaſon to believe that I am a favour- 


ite with that party, from whom Mr. Burke has ſepa- 


rated, it is impoſſible . that I-can be, and I can aflure 


him that I will never ſeek their favor by ſervility to 


them, or by treachery to others. But whether the 
noble Duke and Lord in queſtion, are ſtimulated by 
a a ſenſe of duty, or by perſonal reſentment to the in- 


dividual, to inſtitute this inquiry, their right to inſti- 


tute it is incontrovertible, and leaſt of all does it be- 


come the object of that inquiry, however he may be 
expoſed, - or affected by the event, to queſtion. that 
cid EE Ts Mok „„ 
Mi. Burke does not tell the Duke of Bedford or 


Lord Lauderdale in plain direct terms that they, as 
Peers of Parliament, have no right to examine ac- 


counts: he contents himſelf with abuſing them fer 
announcing ſuch an intention, and attempts to deter 


them by a ſpecies of recrimination very novel in its 


nature, very indecent, as well as unjuſt in its applica- 


55 on 
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* v. A poaver of examining accounts; to cenſure, correct, and pu- 


<<. nifh, we newer, that I know of, have thought of denying it to the 
„ dg c 3 


Speech of Mr. Burke on Economical reform is the Houſe of 


Commons. Vide his Works, vol. ii. p. 263. 


+ If ſuch was his intention he has ſucceeded moſt completely. TD 
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1 tion, and which may have an op 
to ſhake the whole landed P roperty 


* 


a cat I hope : 
was never ſeriouſly in his Seh eg, for it goes 


in the three 
kingdoms. If no title deeds are to be valid, that 


; _ trace their ſource, pure and unde filed by fraud | 


or rapine, through the vaſt ſncceflive ages of the 


world up te the original donation from Adam or from 
Noah, no. man's property is ſecure ; or if confiſcati- 
ons or unfair means, many centuries back, and prac- 
tiſed in the days of chivalry, fo rapturouſly admired, | 


and ſo rapturonſly ſung by Mr. Burke, are to vitiate 
the titles of the preſent owners, and diſpoſſeſs them 
of their property, and to place them preciſely in the 
fime condition as thoſe whoſe motto is © nitor in ad- 
venſum, : before they ſoared from beggary ; ; I have 


only to fay, that the objections he has made to the 


Ruſſel family, applies with equal force to the three 
great houſes of Cavendiſh; F itzwilliam, and Bentinck, 
all of whom, as well as his Grace of Bedford, owe 
their immenſe property to confiſcations and enormous 
grants, and who were, like him, as Mr. Burke very 
gratefully, and at this moment no Jeſs prudently ex- 
preſſes it, © rocked and dandled into legiſlators.” This 
is no bad comment on the miſchievous text of Mr. 
Paine, which ridicules the idea of an hereditary legiſ- 
lator, as being to the full as abſurd, as an 9 
mathematician. . 

On this ſubject I forbear to expatiate; however 
pure and remote the geneads gy may be, that Beacons- 
field can produce of its virtuous and honourable de- 
ſcent to its preſent, no leſs virtuous and νhνu,õle, 


poſſeffor, I know not; it is the province of heralds . 
and conveyancers to inveſtigate ſuch matters. and they 


may make the inquiry if they think proper. 
E ſhall only obſerve, that the Duke of Devonſhire 
would not be well 3 to have his right to the in- 
85 beriasde 


+ Vide the Letter toa Noble Lord, by: Edinyrd Burke, p. 29. 
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heritance he holds in Derbyſhire, tried by the ordeal 
which, his friend has obliquely hinted can alone legalize 


the tenure. I do not think that the noble Lord in vo- 


luntary exile in his native land, would feel eaſy if the 


origin of his property in a country, the ſceptre f 


which he no ſooner acquired than loft, was to be tried 


by the ſame. rule. The Duke of Portland to a cer- : 
tainty would object to it; the rapacity of his anceſtor, - 
and the prodigality of King William, difputed the 


Prise of ſwiftneſs. Only conceive, Sir, a couple of 


Dutchmen i in-treblefold breeches, and buttons as broad 


as turnpike reads, running a race with each other. 


Nothing in nature could be more abfurd; no fatce 


half ſo laughable ! Sir, theſe two gentlemen became 


ſo frolickſome at laſt, and ſo very much enamonred 
with theſe kind of races, (though neither of them had 


any thing to pay if they loft) that the legiſtature ® was 
under the neceſſity of interdicting the ſport, left thoſe 


who alone paid the loſings, without having any ſhare 
in the fun; and who were ſcarce allowed. to look en. 7 


ſhould be. rujned. 5 
Sir, we ſtumble upon grants from the C 0 
every corner and at every moment, at the weſt end of 


the town ; and take a northern direction from almoſt 


any part of. Oxtord-ſtreet, and you muſt climb over 
them to get to the end of your journey. I mean no 


offence to the Duke of Portland. in ſtating this, nor 


ſhould I think the right to his numerous poſſeſſions 


more valid, if he could produce rolls of parchment as 


far back as the creation: Conſormable with this ſen · 


timent, he ſhall find me in the moment of danger 


(ſhould fuch an event unfortunately: happen in my 
time) to the full as ready, and certainly much more 

capable, to defend his property and maintain his 
| as the. man he has taken to his bofom. - + - - 


- This 5 is a A De Mr. Ea „ more | 
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py. + Vide Smollet's Continuation of the Hiſtory of England, vol. 
. ſe. 25. p. 253. _ the Journals of Parliament. 
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"WE all ether men, would certainly have been Gin. 
if he had either gratitude or prudence. It muſt be. 
known to him, that he cannot ſhake Bedford Houſe, 
without demoliſhing on Houſe. Welbeek .- 
and Woburn will fall together; but the facrifice of 
friends, when the ruin 1 an enemy is to be accom- 
pliſhed, is perhaps of no conſequence in his eſtima- _ | 
tion.—Let me aſk you, Sir, what analogy there 1 is 
between grants and penſions, and , why ſhould. the 
former be brought upon the carpet, becauſe the latter 
have been mentioned in his. particular and excluſive . 
caſe, in Parliament? The former,” valuable as they 
have proved to their preſent proprietors, have N 
ſtil more beneficial to the country. They have en- 
riched the ſtate in a ſtill greater degree than they have 
benefitted individuals; and if they were originally 
given to favourites, and to men of opulence, I ſee 
nothing wrong in ſuch a ſelection, ſince in thoſe days 
of barbariſm, it was only men of opulence who could 
give activity, vigour, and effect to honeſt indigent 
induſtry. Beſides, Sir, theſe lands, portioned out to 
different individuals, have alſo contributed to ſtrength-. 15 
en the foundations of civil liberty; we, owe not only. 
a conſiderable ſhare of that immenſe wealth and ſplen- 
dor, which makes us the admiration and envy of ſur- 
rounding nations, but the tatal extinction of regal and 
eccleſiaſtical tyranny, of which this man, in the very 
impotence of age, and without capacity to enjoy ei- 
ther, is become ſo wretchedly, arid fo ludicrouſly ena- 
moured. I leave you to judge, Sir, what would have 
been the ſtate of this country, if the crown had held 
all theſe confiſcated eſtates in its poſſeſſion, and —_— 
ther Britons would have had to boaſt of a Bill of Rights, 
and the expulſion of the Stuart family. Penſions have 
no ſuch proud pretenſions to public favour. We all : 
know that the Sovereign ought to be "inveſted with 
ample means to reward every deſcription of public 
worth ot merit. Nor can K truſt be in . . 


„5 0 * . — * , ee „e . ks: 


wad . | 
but Bale of land are not like penſions, 4 perp. tu 


tax un induſtry- The former, im roved by cultiya- 
| _ tion, or converted from batren. tes, into commer- 
- - cial towns and cities, diffuſes 1 health, and vi- 


gour ur througftout the empire, in à variety of ways, 


did among all deſeriptions of men; but the latter are 
6 _ Hothik mg more than the. aggregate farthings and pence | 


_ "Extracted; by the means of the cuſtoms and exciſe, 


: from the Sockets of the labouring poof, As well a8 


7 from the affluent, and are meant inerely to adminiſter 


-to the Colgate, of to relieve the neceſſities of indigent 
deſert. The objeQion; -therefore; to the property of 
the Duke bf Bedford, improved into its preſent value 
by -inchiftry,, etofiomy, and expenſive cultivation, 
proves nothing bur the envy of the infulated * . 


who would, by an attack; is cowardly as unjuſt, 


timidare a Peer of Parliament from diſcharging a uy | 
' he owes to his 8 and exercifing 3 a right to which 5 
he is entitled by the Conſtitution. . Let Mr. Burke, _ 
who is fo. n to others, atid fo munificent to 
himſelf, and ho has. _ indecency, or rather indiſ- 


' cretion, to publicly. reprobate enormous grants from 
the Crown in dark fr | unenlightened times; let this 


man, ſo tenacious of every thing chat relates to Him- 


- ſelf; and  inttciles towards. others; look down 
\ from Hathſttad on what may be called New London, 


and which rivals the Old; in Rendo © opulence, and 
extent; 2 nation's pride and ſuccout 7 let him behold 


the magnificent quares that abound between Bloomf- 


bury and Paddingron, and fay if the grants to Which 
they owe their exiſtence, have not added to the 
wealth, beauty, and ſtrength of the metropolis? Lee. 


him behold the humerotis edifices that greet his jaun- 


- "Uited eye in every direction, whenever he traverſes 115 
| «this immenſe, this wonderful rqwn, the emporium at 


the world! and lay 
tice in arraigning 
9 o.muckp 
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Vt for this man, Sir, to call in queſtion the iſtic” 
"of thoſe grants; and the ig e of the tenures by 
. which they have deſcended to roprie- 
tors? Let him travel PE 2nd behold Taviſ- 
tock inhabited by uſeful manufacturers, and not by 
cloiſtered ſlothful Fideo ts, Whoſe monaſteries he would 
preſerve, perhaps reſtore, and fay which of the two 
deſcriptions of men are the more üſefül to fociety ? 
Have penſions the ſame operation? No ; for it is not 
meant they ſhould; they ſeldom extend beyond one 
-life, and ceanhot well be applied an prop of nation 
al improvements for their avewed and proper object 
is; to reward or relieve indignant merit, if che gen- 
tleman, however, ſhould- feel ſo diſpoſed,” he may 
give the firſt inſtance of the kind hy de voting a part 
of what he has obtained from the mimificence of a 
gracious and forgiving Prince,“ and from which 
ſomething may certainly be ſpared, after adminiſtering \ 
to the wants * of 2 deſolate 2 man retired from tus 
e -world, and dead to all its pleaſures and its affairs i a 
Will Mr. Burke prove to us, nay; Sir, can he prove 
to us, that there is any thing in common between 
grants and penſions, by which they can be compared 
and judged together? Surely he muſt know, that * 
oo. * have « one rage __ they have not 
| 72 BY 75 1 = wv one. 
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ONE, common nature; he muſt allo know; Sir; that | 
en the latter are enormous, and the perſon on whom 
they are beſtowed, uirworthy, that they amount to a 
breach of truſt in the dona, and are a diſgrace t to the 
receiver. . 
«The 1 partiſans of Mr. Burke declare, chat mY prin- 
cipal ob et of his letter, addreſſed to a Noble Lord, 
was to-forewarh the Duke of Bedford, that his con- 
duct was hoſtile to his own intereſt, and dangerous to 
the ſtate; that the. connections he had. formed, and 
the line he has taken in politics, are unbecoming of . 
his-high-rank and ſtation, and that Mr. Burke did 
well as a friend to Government, to cenſure what. 
might produce ruin to the individual; and miſchief o 
the community. 
Admitting thele facts for the ſake of argument; td 
be perfectly juſt, how comes it that his reſpect for the 
individual, whom it is pretended he e recall from 
error, and his atriotiſm, did not ſtimulate him to 
ate with his Grace before ? - 
. The Duke of Bedford has been in conftanit oppo- 
Pi the. meafures of the Crown, and if that op= 
8 had- the dangerous tendency aſcribed to it, 
comes if®that it was not ſooner reprobated? How 
comes. it chat Mr. Burke's loyalty to the throne, and 
ratitude moſt amply due to its ſervants j how hap- 
ns it, Sir, that che affection for this his © dearer 
and adopted county, ſlept ſo ſound fo ſecure-amidit 
fo. much nget, and ſo many n calls on his 
vigilance, patriotiſm, and exertions? How comes | 
Sir, that it was not awakened until the pr * of 
nting him a penſion Was queſtioned by the noble 
. e, and that when it did awake him, his clamour 
was Nat about his penſion and himſelf, left what was 


lldeferved, and ee, Bien, *. ſhould: be wreſted 0 


„ 162 
5 "<# 


* ei e ex 1 3 FAY 7 N eder, and . 
PL 15 ta "from: rhe werd and all its. leaſures and affairs," wt 


it 


A theme, 


b. by 


4 "ey "TW Auen and and tegifiarive fits v 1 ll 
eomes it that the public weal, * unmixed with baſer 
< matter,” was not alone the object of his defence? 


and above all, how comes it that he entered into an 
impudent competition of merit with the Duke of 
Bedford; and war oath the whole. Ber of Britain, 
: nting 2 that have been 


by reproſer 
« fidaddied,” n into legiftators 28 
may be'reproached, fie with being too perſonal, 


ber have I been more ſo than Mer; Burke has been 


1 FE le? 2 2 . e 0 N wha may 


05 — pſa and cond ae 2 


fill ade, fromthe fame author — 
„ What, ſpars the frei deem the die? "RAD 


ve is gy: however, che poſſeſſions ot a. FEE 
(pectable in e 
talenta, and attainments in the world, that he g 


ons, but: their capacities to execute their. Kela 


functions. Comp are the inſolent, the ungrate ful far- 
taſm on the 5 nobility ef this country, his 


firſt and carhett enefactors, at whoſe heels he has 
eruiliy, weted thi rough. life, and who, hays been in 
fact the fabricators * his fortune ; of men by whole 

influence aloys, be he hag- e * to Con from 
N Ir ; 1854 adverſity, | 


1 Adee of farpriſe to 115 Se 74 3 Ul nan i feuer and 


ob ſourity can polibly. apply the following ſums 5 4. 
e his ow life and that of Mrs. Burke, 87 1 
on the civil liſt. 1 

A 8 three lives out of the + pet cents 1335 


peer penſion | for three tes out of * he 41 per} 5 
e eee n oo 4 Og 


( 6 
adverſity, and inſult his betters ; of men, whom on a 
fotmer occaſion, before one of their dignified body 
profanely queſtioned his claim to diſtinction and re 
ward, were repreſented by him, as pillars: F the 


e Coripthiay order in the lam. What does he ſay 


of them in a letter addreſſed to àa Noble Lord. who, 
by the concealment of his name, appears to be aſham: 
ed of ſuch a correſpondent? He ſays, Sir, that they 
are ſwaddled; rocked, . and dandled. into lrgillators.“ 
Then follows (ſtrong proof of inſufferable vanity l) 
his boaſted motto, & Mitor in advenſum; this alſo 
has a ſucceſſor in as arrogant a ſtatement of pretend- 
ed ſervices rendered to the country as pride and im- 
. pudence, in their fouleſt and maſt laſcivious embrace, 
ever engenderet. DYED ; 


Sir, the gentleman is a profound logician; no man 
is better acquainted with all che nice intrieacies, ſub- 
.tleties, quick turnings, windings, and double mean- 


4 


” 


II Mr. Barke ſhould attempt to come forward again the advo- 


cate of the Britiſh peerage, or of the great landed property of this 
country, they may retort the advice he gave to a gentleman whom 


be onde viplently oppoſed, but whe has had the gbetneſs, not only 
ic forgive him, but ho reward bim. 


£ 
- 


bert vas, however, ſo murh of malice in the Right Honoura- 
' <6 ble Gentleman compaſſion, and ſo muth of cenfure in his lamenta- 


1 2jons, that he hoped the Right Fonourable Geatleman would have 
e ti kindneſs to ſpore his pity; and leave him ous of nis lamentations 


Burke's Speech in Anſwer to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
Cd oo or 8 
Would to God he had! the advice was good, and the Ohangellor 


pf the Exchequer woyld have done well to have followed it. 
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man more & worthy of the one, or les likely to Abuſe | 


mme other than yourſelf, what the fair interpretation 


is, of the baby transformed into a legiſlator and the 
wonderful ſervices ſaid to be rendered to the ſtate by thi 
man who inſolently boaſts that his motto is, * Nitor | 
in adverſum ?” What is this but inſinuating, and that 
in pretty try broad terms, that men who may, like him- 
ſelf, have aſcended from- poverty; are much better 
qualified for legiſſators than thoſe, on whom the laws 
and conſtitution of the eountry have conferred this 


high truſt, in virtue of their high birth ? The com 


pariſon between himſelf and the Duke of Bedford, 


will not admit of any other interpretation, .and- I 


jeave you to Judge, Sir, to what terrible conſequen- 
ces ſuch an interpretation leads. The © Corinthian 


1 Pillar of” the/ftate” no. longer excite-the gentleman' 8 


-awe and admiration; they no longer merit his ſup- 
port; it would be a diſgrace to his underſtanding o 
turn nurſe in his dotage; it is to other hands that he 
would transfer the cradle that he once deigned to 
rock and worthip !- I ſhrewdly ſuſpect, notwifhſtand- 


ing the full - dreſſed ſuit of foreign - ſpun loyalty. that 
he ſports on court days, high days, Sundays; and ho- 


lidays, that if he could ſnatch ſome. forty years of 


life back, he would be as proud of going bare- 
© breeched as the erranteſt ſans eulotte in range; and 


that we ſhould ſeg him 'marſhalling his troops at St. 
James s; and his banners gen diſplaying, not 
« nitor in adverſum,” but cui adlæreo præeſt. 
Both yo ou and I, Sir, remember him a Preux Che- 


vualiær in the day s of the American warfare, to him 


they were days Eh chivalry,” and however he. may 
- diſguiſe" it ta the ſovereign whom he has inſulted, and 
who has proved himſelf to be a king in dignity, by 
overlooking it, and a Chriſtian in practice, by re- 
turning good for evil, I really do not think that our 
* K ls would YE" apy very 1 en 
h N 


9 „* 


to a revolution, even at his time .of life, "provided: be | 
"an allowed to conduct it. 


Several pages are aficewards Aevoned. to 4 Comp. 
rative yiew of his pretenſions to reward, with, thoſe 


af che Duke of Bedford's anceſtor; but the applica- 


tion is as unjuſt as it is indecent. 


If the anceſtor was 


Aiving, and had complained. that Mr. Burke had been 
too largely recompenſed, it might have been excuſable 
t0 have entered into the compariſon of, cheir neſpec- 


tive pretenſtons; we ſhould then have known the 


exact value of the lands granted in the time of Henry 
the Eighth, and which can alone enable us to judge 
how much the grant exceeded in value the penſion 
allotted to Mr. Burke ; but the gentleman, was aware 
of the dilemma in which ſo much eandor would haye 
involved him and avoided it. It is unneceſſary to in 
form you, that he commenced his ſtudies under the.: 


3 the ſums and 


: "Jeſuits, and figiſhed them with the Sophiſts. I very 


ch doubt, whether the original grant exceeded in 
penſions he has received at diffe- 


rent periods, If it did not, his illiberal compariſon 
in another place, falls to the 
. whom he deferibes. to be an © unwieldy Leviathan,” is , 
reduced to a ſhrimp, and if any gentlerpan will com- 
pare the value of lands in the middle of the 16th cen- 
tury, and at the cloſe of the preſent, they will be 
enabled to form a tolerable idea of Mr. Burke's ma- 
talent at miſrepreſentation; - 1. 
hope the. Duke of Bedford has the good ſenſe ag 
m enim e deſpiſe ſuch an adverfary. | 
This rich, poor old man, this intexicated dowrd,. 
- has been taught to believe, by the ſervile. flatteries of 
thoſe who furround him, as well as hy thoſe litile great 
men who imagine they have an intereſt in holding him 
up as an idol, that his name will act as a taliſman on 
the public mind of Britain, and that all England. will 
be charmed into an implicit confidence in whatever. 


levolenee, and of his 


the pracle thinks proper Q pronounce, however i Im- 


ground. The being 


probahle, 
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[ rites, of 54 ho means no 


| C96-;) 5 
geobeble, abſurd, or contradiftory'it way bert Sin 


in the whole courſe of à life Which, though not very. 
far advanced on its journey, bas, however; ſhewn 
me a vaſt variety ef very whimſical: characters, I dd 
not remember to have ever met wich fo full-grown a 


diled' child! 
I very much doubt whether thoſe will be pleaſed; 


| wh have hitherto conſidered Mr. Burke as the prop 
of their titles, and the only dike between the erimi- 
Hal views — Ak N and Sar, eable en- 

jdyment of their 1g r having made 
25 Uliberal an attack on che Du Duke-« 


of Bedford. Mr. 
Burke muſt mean, that his Grace ought to'bepuniſhed 
for the faults ofhis anceſtor, or rather for the vices and 


| Ignorance of the times he lived in, and that the whole 


landed property belongit Hall the family, ought to be. 


ing: there is no argument 
if lie does not, and the whole of his unmannerly 


ſeurrilities, the very abortion of revenge |: are reduc-" 


ed to à mean, and pitiful enumeration of hiſtorical 
facts, Jong | fince gone down the current of oblivion, 
And Which, if Ge; have no more relation with the 


| or impropriety of granting a pefifion to 
2 its chan hs acknowledged ide and 
equity of His preſent Majeſty's charaRter,. has . 
the ſavage ferocity | of TT the Eighth: - 

If Mr. Burke lays, t that the Duke of Bedford in 


1796 ought to be puniſhed for the tranſgreffions of 


Mr. Ruffel in 1 55, the: ſame rule of puniſhment 


Sught to Hold good for others. If an innocent poſ- 


terſty, is to be puniſhed for a guilty ajceſtor, it is a 
fortunate circumſtance” for the gentleman who would 


try all mankind hy an a parte eyidence of his own 
contriyance, and condemũ them on an er 5e, fable 
law of his own inyention, that he has no children; 


they might, with every claim to a better fate; have 


est to che ee Sar 988 are e and 
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— yolence; duld he ncoh of noi 
_ ths; 7 4 Cannot dwell un ſuch nonſenſe! Crimes ape; 
pawns fo ſhould the-putfiſhmhent be. Thi gentle 
bean in queſtior, ſteling for zune may objet, pers = 
„to this" e he may Pofſibh thave very. | 
ſu Kami reaſons for objefting 10 the. hg * 1 
lh him to diſprove the inciple. Doh 
Let us analiſe the conduct of Mr. Burke," a8 a ib 
lates: 'to hirnſelf, and the Niles of lers, and 
the reſult of it. | 2 5 265 
A Peer of Parlament gives bade in bis plage, | 
that he means to inſtitute an inquiry into the ee 
1 a penſion, which he thinks exormous ah 
gally, us well as n1worthily beſtowed: The i s 
ho is the object of this inquiry, inſtantly anſwers, 
(here he is alone competent ro anfwer, that is,) in ah 
fbreets, and in 1 5, that le entire Hnded 
property. of the Noble Lord, was an injquitousgitt: 
froma tyrantKing/who — on juſtice andreligi.. 
on, and levelled all diſtinctions; a robbery, 
by the Soyereign, on one ſubject, in order to enrich 
another. Ergo, the Duke of Bedford had NO 
RIGHT to male ſuch a motion. Mr. Burke, muſt 
mean, this or he means nothing. I will paſs over 
the glaring impropriety of Mr. Burke's bringing ſich” 
heavy charges forward, not ſo much againſt the ind+ 
narch, as againſt monarchy ;* neithet will I deſcend to 
notice the elaborate enumeration of icpertinens egos, 
tiims, in all of which he details, with great pomp. 
and parade, his own multifarious elaims to diſtincti? 
on and reward; If the anti of Mr. Burke is of that) 
ſupetlative degree which he pretends, it requifed aa 
foil; there was the leſs occaſion to have had recourſe. 
to rectiminatioh. | His: reading may have informed. 
| him, that in our municipal civil law, whoever wann 
minates, tacitly acknowledges their own guilt. - 
The motion is an implied cenſure on the Init. 
ov oy heying recommend Mr. Burke 40. hig 
1 


g 


cl © 


Majeſty, zs an o ; deſerving. Stay. favour; ' 
and fome Joubis are entertained that the fund 
from Which a part of his Majeſty's gracious bounty 
is fur „cannot legally be: Ar" oor 04ach-uſes, _ 
A motion is made to-take le matters into confi- 
deration. This, I conceive to be nearly the true 
Nate of the caſe... Ihe firſt queſtion to be examin- 
edi is, whether à member of either Houſe of Par- 
ent, has a'right to ſuch matters, under 
Abe inquiſitorial power of the legiſlature? If the 
- Tight is indubitable, and I do not think it can be 
proved to the contrary, it is impertinent to cen - 
ure the Duke of Bedford or Lord Lauderdale, for 1 
the motion that has been made in the Houſe o 1 
Peers. In the man who was the object of that mo. 
tion; it was ſomething more than impertinence. 
The part that Mr. Burke has taken, amounts, in 
my. . to a, breach of privilege, and he may, 
aps, owe it to the clemency of thoſe whom he 
b inſulted, that he has not been transferred from 
** Beaconsfield to Newgate. There is a; fortune that at- 
tends ſome men through life, from the cradle to the 
grave, and which, by its ſecret pervading irreſiſtible 
Influence, ſuſpends. all the functions of criminal 
juſtice. Mr. Burke, eee at 2 an object 
of Parliamentary inveſti repraaches the 
Duke of Bedford, with: — N Jofconded from a 
man who lived in the middle of the 16th cen- 
tory, in other words, of having an anceſtor, and. 
this anceſtor, he ſays, was 2 vy to the death 
of the" Duke of Buckingham, wills had obtained 
lands by unfair means, and who gave up Bou-. 
logne, when Ambaſſador, to negotiate a peace with 
France, from which followed, as Mr. Burke aſ- 
ſerts; the ſurrender of Calais. When a man quotes . 
" kiftory,. he ſhould be correct; inaccuracy proves 
"3 ignorance, or or. malevolence. The Duke of Buck - 
1 aſpire, 35 * as tlie late Duke % r. 
Nas 


4 


: "Fir: affitity has i; to the ſubje& of his yon Pu 
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heats; to the throne; and fell, berauſe he had of. 
fended one df that claſs. of men {Car 8 Wol- 


ſey) whom Mr. Burke is pleaſed. to fay; ought. to 
be preſerved and reſpected, as eminently pious and 

N „but who however are ſeldom.- known to 

forgive. Mr. Ruſſel had as little. to do orith.the | 


murder of. that nobleman, as Mr. Burke. I zefer 
you, Sir, to the fourth volume of Hume's - Hit 
tory page 37, for the particulars. As t the 
affair of Boulogne, Mr. Burke has been long enough 
+ converſant with high official ſituations to know, 


that diplomatic — muſt be guided ſolely, by. the 


inſtractiens they receive N their reſpective 
'* courts ; that they are, or ought to be, in reſpe& 


to will, though not in regard to /alents, mere au - 


tomatons, and that they have BO xeſponſibility, | 
as to the buſineſs, upon which they are employ» 


ed; but this gentleman has a paſſion for mWilrepre- 
ſentation: he has a wonderful facility in torturing 
argument and twiſting facts, however ſtubborn, to 


anſwer his purpoſe: SY admitting all that he. ak 


ſaid to be true, What does it prove, as to the. 


Priety or impropriety of granting. him a p 
What kind of affinity haye - the offences of, Mr. 


KRuſſel, who lived near three . centuries ago, with 


the legality or illegality of the penſion on three 
lives granted to Mx, B Burke ? Rr 


Mr“ Burke muſt'be terribly afraid of receiving . 
eee meaſure for meaſurt; or he would never have 


been ſo alarmed at the idea of his pretenſſoꝑs be- 


coming the ſubject of parliamentary debate. A 


enten 12855 of bit Fa, 1 eee 
OUS . 


ge 


* Rapin is {allo lect; on 3 a a. 1 the hiſtory 
8 pin with, attribute the fall of the Du e, tot he implacable 


1 reſentment of the Cardinal. The Aſſertion of Mr. Bucks; m 'con- © 


tradiction to theſe authorities is 2 calumny, but _ 5 


* 


2 I jay . 4 . a 1 ” 4 
* p ! C - lk 28 1 2 — * * N 
2 42 ” 4 * A, 1 :/ Wo ws bon * 2 Ao * - 
* 2 . . by. 2 = » So e Ne 39 2 8 — — r 5 ke A 
Le <0 > 


(6) | 
mlſchievous performance, confiſts in 1 repetition 
of coarſe aud inſipid abuſe of the French revoluti: 
on, of which 1 believe every body is heartily = 


tited: the ſubject itſeif is odious and diſguſting. 
But to what good purpoſe can it tend to yifig-theſs 
changes perpetually in our ears? It dught feally, 
Sir, to become a very ſerious queſtion: With mini. 


Will believe, that his 50 


and muſt ever be held in the ſtrongeſt deteſtation. 


"ns honeſt natures muſt ever revolt at; but it is the. 
" gentleman's favourite carrion meal with which he 
is _ feaſts and riots, morning, .noon, and night. We 
1 underſtand the theory of morals to the full as well 
zs he does, and in the ptactice pf them, we cet. 
Kally all not take Mr. Burke for our model. As. 

te the foul torrent of vulgar perſonal — 15. 
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. 
Hue of Bedford and Lord Lauder aka, of 1 
ſobject of their political opinions, it daes nat be- 
come me, for variety of reaſons, 9 becom their 
ebampion. I reſpect their rank and abilities to 
much, not to feel very ſincere and deep concern 

art their obſtinate attachment to an error, which, it 
ꝓquld be more maply and juſt in them to renousca, 
than to retain, I mean, 3s to the Fee *. 
peace at this moment with France. 

| I have ſtated theſe particulars, not. with a 35 

e to offend” any defcription of men, for indeed, Sits... 
Xx bave no animoſity in my temper, but merely to 
engage them to union, for our common ſafety. 
The powers of algebra cannot calculate the u 
ve ſhould derive at this moment from union. 

parliament UNANIMOUSLY: RESOLVED te 4 
lend the honour, and maintain the intereſts of the 
country, until France ſhall be in a diſpoſition to * a 
ſpect both, would accompliſk wonders abroad, a 
it would: infore tranquil ty at home; the experi- 
ment is at leaſt worth trying; in a word, Sir, che 
Bars 9g" recommend can alone produce that. 

good, for which the gentlemen in oppoſition. I be- 

\ eve very ſincerely contend... It is. in fact the only _ 
12 that can lift and place the ineſtimable bleſſing 
gf peice within our reach, Pray Heaven that this 

well. meant admonition, this fervent e 
- partaking of the very eſſence and ſublimity of all 
chat is conneRed with patriotiſm, morals, and piety, 
may not be diſt ed; that thoſe who” are in 
Parliament, and thoſe who are out of it, may unite 
and form a "firm plalannround:the conſtitution; that 
they may cling, like the ivy to the oak, in this hour 

of uncertain warfare, to their common father, and 
their parent ifle ! | Exhibiting to an. x and 


aſtoniſhed world, the glorious, ani mating, and in- 
ſtructive leſion of a nation, riſing in magranimity 
_- in 1 in proportion ta the 3 that 


4 5 


aſſalls her! By ſuch à conduct we {ſhall beſt tee 
that the. condu#? of Frante has been, not only 1 
done — taut in all . anc 1 ay full and 
©. * ing. to TE 


tions of the times, and Ir meh ih. 
extefive correſpondence + acquainteds: 
| dential communication with ſonte- of fbr pripeip 
actors in Fratice, who only appeared en he erimthn 
ſtage, eo make the: ſtain re and fe aft 
comme les * onibres chingi/ds;. : 
head ſhortar for their elevation 
ſpeak with-certdinty, to the cal and | 
war, which it has always pained me ta * en 
en nd ſome, at X i indecernly: es ed 
. e 
laſſert a truth well known: 70 many/in bog ooh, 
5 tries, .thatiFrance ſought. hoſtilities, almoſt from he: 
very. moment that her unfortunate Monarch was drag 
geld in ſeanful triumph from Verſailles to the 'T 


Fe leries. All parties in Paris laboured to involve their 
nation in a war, with very different views. I confeſs, 


Dutt their direction was the fame, and their zeal was 
in the extreme. The: nobility and clergy wiſhed: 
War, as the only means of re inſtatiag them in their 


Tay bon 0 eon. N 


Prerogatives, their immunities and gewgaws; the 


King was taught. by the ſucceſſion of bad men and 
ves men, that app! ached him to n it as the; 
means of reftoring hi 1 to the throne from which the 


4 degree, even then; detached him; the moderate party 
| War as the means of cruſhing an overbearing: 


: ariſtocracy, and exterminating the Jacobins, whom 


101 r from both, ſhould either of them acquire the aſ- 
cCendancy; While the Jacobins, violent from principle, 
9883 LORE 3 n, 


i Mock of the firſt aflembly had looſened, and in ſome. | 


hey held in equal abhorrence, from the danger theyhad 


4a 
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Einguindry jzalonfy of all the Ga. 75 ranks;: bez 
tween the peaſant and the throne, and their irregulaf 


fatal ambition to direct the vaſt and complicated ma-: 


chine of government, ſo very much beyond rior on?: 
ly their competence; but their comprehenſion; were 
as clamorous as the reſt for war; and were not 927 


until they obramed' their wiſh and ruin. 


- "The tntrigues of all theſe deſcriptions of men are 
no longer Confined to the port *folios' of foreign mi- 
niſters and ſecretaries of ſtate, and it is their publicity 
that makes me at a loſs to acecunt, for: the charge | 
which is perpetually advanced againſt adminiſtration 
with ſo much vehemence and injuſtice, of having Pro- | 


voked the war. Believe me, Sir; that i it was not. in 
the power of the miniſter to have avoided it; and ig 


is but a tribute due to truth, to aſſert it. Ac quaintect 


as I am with the very ſanguine hopes that all parties 


entertained from the terrible calamity, into which 
they were impatient to plunge their hapleſs country, 


my ſurpriſe is, that the event, which Europe has fo 


: cinch reaſon'to deplore, did not ſooner take place. 
| Each party ſaw no other road to power, fortune and 


pre- eminence, the ſole objects of their perſonal pur- 


ſuits, But in hoſtilities. We all know, Sir, what 


werful incentives to crimes, ſuch motives are: 

at theſe incentives become the ſtronge r, in ropor- 
tion as latys, manners, and religion, loſe their re- 
ſtrictive powers on the mind, and that their effects 


are the more dreadful, when fuch men have obtained | 
| the object of their ambition r 


With reſpect do the ger of p 


beginn anuary, it is itmpoſſible to encou 
— Sas 7 180 Bar Sade cer Ho: 5 


in this euntry is 10 debaſed by meanneſs or deſpon⸗ 
deney, as te he teady to conſent to am aH, are 
of all the conqueſts whith haue been mide on Frunts and 
AGEL Jol. an -thequivocel affurance that r 

(Ds b I "IE: Word, 


20 Inet way pe 
ba that in the temper,” in Whie France was in the 
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if bes ob weddie- with the toirtnient' OTE; * 
with an; wors in which France miglit hereafter de en. 
aged. Yer-theſe were the diſgraceful terms which 
were indirectly WEE Great Britain, and defira- 
ble, nay, Sir, e es ace may he, I do hot 
think-thet the. ane 2 —＋ made a motion | 
in the Houſe of 7 z 
even if he was — 


N 4 
RAR 


I 


— ay 


9 — pe ä 
3 ſo degrading, inſulting and AI. 
I am ſure the nation would not ſupport him in 
it if he did; and if it had compelled- eee e = T6 Pp 
treat under ſuch | humiliating circumſtances, whit 
would it have been, in fact; my dear Sir, but ts | 
| havedelivered him over, bound hand and foor; to 
the merey of the French Directory, with the fich truſt 
Ly ee ee to his charge of national honqur and na- 
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woſperity:; 1 w_ which are involved out liberges; Ie 

ic felicity, and the whole of the invaluable and —- 
ag an indierithnee, trabſmitred to us by ow — e 
forefathers? Whenever thoſe on the other fide of the n 
| —— — — — = 
15 Peace Car la paik off: encore plus difficile à F aire j ac 
I. la guerre el ſurtous pour is France am well ſatisfied, J at 
dba miniſters, ſenſible of the nereſſity of terminating 1 
„ 2 ruthleſs war, will cheerfulty avail themſelves of the | fo 
| - favourable: opportunity; but their being well difpoſed | : 
[i to make-peace;.is only an advance towards the defi- Iich 
U idle eren: it is not the accompliſhment of it; it is in 
0 | half way; aud unleſs France feels as well dif. to 
1 : towafds. the gy: a ng hi does) | fre 
RENTED gon do-ridt well ſee how the the ineſtimable co 
18 : blengisto be obtained; This * 2 
4 ess number of very im pt ta- 4 
Wi dete on my mind, but I forbear to trete you with == his 
138 LY + thett-ar preſent; rho maps Le greg I opi 
1 e ane and abuſed your gogcreſs. is 
| „ myfelf until I fee wha © Nr Burke :- I 
. a os” xamphilet, with be has | ine 
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menaced us, and which, 11 its tle, (Regicide Pais ) 


*chreatens to out-Herod all that he has ever yet wrir- 
ten or ſaid, not forg erting the dagger ſcene in the 5 
Houg of rent en I would, however, much ra. 


r, that he remains quist, not only for the tranquil- 
Ty And honour of 6ur country, but for my own par- 
ticulaf repoſc. | Deprived by that ſtern decree which 
tears aſunder the deareſt and ftron {t ties of r nature, 
of the com anion of my youth, to middle age, and 
left to 2588 the Worſt and moſt painful half of the 


journey of life by myfelf, T have little reliſh for what 


are called the Sl of he world: and having 


in a manner the ſame provocation to retirement; and 8 
the ſame cauſe of ſorrow, as Mr. Burke, I would e 


quit the metropolis, for a cottage and a garden, where 
I could' be ſecure” and happy. Mr. Burke, believe 


me, Sir, is not the only man, who has to mourn the DES. 
wy 23 


loſs of departed excellence! > 


The misfortune is, that kis OD is not Go Fe 


enougtt to Tubdue the inffuence of habit; but if his 


mind was capable” of conviction againſt its prejudices; 8 
if it was "diſpoſed to; receive. good council, I would 9 8 


admoniſh him to crave pardon of an olfended world, 
and make his peace with Heaven ; he has no time to 


lofe ! He ſhould confeſs, repent, and be forgiven, 25 


for the comb awaits high ! 8 | 
& rely e on your. inchilgence, my den = to 2 
che many inaccuracies Which muſt uhavoidably. occur i 
in a letter evidently written in haſte—whoſe object is 
to counteract a poiſon become the more e x; 
from the unaccountable faſhion. of the moment, to 
canfider Mr. Burke a as the + ns of ah, reaſon, | 


5 N 6 N . 

* Thoſe who wiſh EN to 1 Burke, with 1 Sl P 

his deſign, which they think: will do harm. I believe that this 

opinion does got belong exclufs vely to his Triends, the misfortune -, 

is that he is obſtinate, and . a F rench prieſt very doll, 
employed in tranſlating it into Frenc 


French ants, to Wich the reſt of this order,” had OE have EY : Fe 
aden „FF | | 


ds, and Trays to be uſeful. . 5 


a 


from his own MSS. This © = 
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( 66. 8 135 
and. loxalty'! It would be an endleſs labour to trace, 
him through all the windings, and almoſt. impene- 
trable labyrinths of his political hiſtory ; but it ſurely 

can be of very little ultimate good to morals, to ſee. 
ſuch bare-faced apoſtacy honoured and rewarded ! 
Sir, my mind 1s weary, with ruminating on the 
diſguſting: variety of inexplicable contradiction, which 
we behold in the conduct of human affairs: it is dil. 
guſted with the enmity that reigns, and with that rui- 
nous and humiliating warfare. which is everlaſtingly 
carried on between precept and example. We haye- 
one code of morals for heory, and another for prac- 
tice! All this, perhaps, may be neceſſary, to enable 
man to cozen man; but, ſurely, Sir, it is unjuſt. that 
thoſe who have no ſuch deſign, and abhor ſuch means, 
ſhould become the victims of their infantine prejudi- 
ces, and be puniſhed for adhering to the lefſons of 
morality which they learnt in the nurſery. 
Mr. Burke has been the ſucceſsful apoſtle of a. 
different religion, and he has practiſed what he taught; | 


Al muſt; however, in juſtice to tranſcendent merit, . 
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confeſs, lamenting at the ſame time, that ſo much 
c greatneſs” ſhould have been diſhonoured by ſo 
much “ 7nexaZne/s,” that he ſtands unrivalled in taſte, | 
eloquence, and erudition : his mind is a rich ſtorehouſe 
of ideas, collected and treaſured up. with wonderful 
care and induſtry ; a vaſt magazine, containing : all that 
antiquity had hoarded, and hat modern times haye 
produced. 

I have not the arrogance to pretend to an equality 
with him in either of theſe. reſpects, but, knowing the 
irreſiſtible ſuperiority of truth over falſchood, ter- 
giverſations, and all tha deſpicable arts of confirmed 
and well- practiſed cunning, I feel myſelf his ſuperior | 
in argument, and dare confide in the good ſenſe. and 
equity of my. country for a verdict. 

J have no doubt, but an outery will be attempted. 
againſt this publication, 25 che partiſans of ha Burke. 
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They have the effrontery, Sir, to conſider themſelves 


as the beſt ſupporters of Government. I will never 
diſpute their loalty, but when they claim it as their 


excluſive property; I will give every man credit for 


_ wiſhing well to his country, although he may not 


think exactly as I do, of its miniſters or of their 


opponents. To the partiſans of Mr. Burke, and to 
_ thoſe who know no other road to royal favour, than 
by ſervility and apoſtacy, I have nothing to ay. I 


cannot deſcend to an altercation with people of that 


deſcription, but of the world at large of that inde- 
pendent world, with a mind capable of judging, and 
at liberty to decide of that world, which may have 
fallen into the common error reſpecting Mr. Burke's 


force, purity, and importance, I have only to requeſt 


the common juſtice that is due to all mankind that 


they will read and reflect, before they pronounce, and 


allow me to repeat what was faid on a far different 
oecaſion STRIKE, BUT HEAR |! 255 


330 * W. A. MILES.” 
To Henry Duncombe, Eq. 
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25 The: following... ne . authentic 3 bl 
rove, that Mr. BuRKe has brought, @ Very aiifeund- 
d charge agaiuſi the ancęſtor af the Dux E of Brv- 
- FORD, as far as it relates to the ſacrifice of the DUKE 
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Te THE BEDFORD FAMILY, BY Hexny VEIL 

Ruſſe) (Jo. ) Lord, vers his e in the counties 5 
Hortford, uckingham, and orhers.—5 Part of Originals, 
year, roll 114. 

And the manor of Caryf pane, "ad" other Bibs: in- the 
county of Somerſ-t.,—1 Part Genn 31 Hen. V III. rclis 
72 and 29. 

And the manor of Dudington, wid alter? things, in the 
county of Northamton, late of F rancis Lovell. SIS, 30 
Hen. VIH. roll 121. 

And divers manors and lands in divers counties, —1 Part 
Originals, 2pHen. VIII, roll 6. 

And the manor cf Afton St. Abbott's, kn other things, i in 
the counties of Buckingham and Suffolk.—2 Part of . 
31 Hen. VIII. roll 284. 

And the manors of Haverhill, Hetfhain, and other hinge, 
granted in the county of Suffolk. —20 Hen, VIII. roll 122. 

And the manor of Lameworth, and other things, in the 
county of York. ame year, roll 121. 

The manor of Acton, and others, in the county of Middle- 
ſ:x.—2 Part of Originals, 25 Hen. VIII. roll 26. 

The rectory of Ingliſcombe, and other things, in the county 
of Somerſet, granted to him and to J. Eliſs.—9 Part of Origi- 


nals, 35 Hen. VIII. roll. 86. 


A grant 
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EY. grant: in the « counties of Middleſrrx PER er 
to him, and to Roger . 25 S ae 
YUL roll by 3 


2 5 
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© GRANTS ne f PORTLAND: rainy... 
A grant of: the capital meſſuage called Mieabald' Hauſe. in 
Chant, in the county of Hertford, to William, Karl of 


Portland.—2 Part ef Originals, 1 William and Mary, roll 
To the ſame William the King denne te farm. pa 5 


CE nn 


land in the palace of 1//, hitchall—Com. Mi 1 leer, riginals, 
| 8 William III. roll 22 
23 ( Another demiſe of lands in Whitehall tothe aid Earl i in the 


ſame year and on the ſame roll. 

A grant to him of the honor of Penrith; abe Perith, 
in the county of Cumberland. —Orig. 8 W. III. roll 37. 

To the fame, a grant of the manor of Pevenſey in the coun- 
ty of Suſſex, —ſame year and ſame roll. 

Another of the manor of Patrington i in the county of York, 
——fame year and fame roll. 

Another grant to the fame William, of Barneſh, with the 
manor of Dedworth in the county of York. Originals, ſame 
year and fame roll. | 

A grant of the manor of Grantham, i in the county of ane 

Original, ſame year and fame roll. 
A leaſe of the manor of Thwzng, in the county of York. 
| Original, ſame year and ſame roll. 
\ A grant of the manor of Terrington, in the co. of Norfolk, 
Original, fame year and fame roll. 
A grant of the manor of Dracklnu, in che oounty of Chel- 
ter. Original, ſame year and ſame roll. 

Another of the manor of Rudheath, in the ſame @vunty;— 
ſame year and fame roll. 

William, Earl of Portland, made ranger of Windſor Great 
Park in com. Berks s—Orig. 9 William III. roll 55. 

A grant to the ſaid William and his heirs, of certain lands 
inor near the pariſh of St. Aune, and other places in the coun- 
ty of: Middleſex.— Orig, 10 William III. roll 31. 


This work contains, in like manner, references to all the 


beginning of the reign of Henry VIII. to the end of the reign 
of Queen Anne. 


tue Bedford family p by Henry VIII. but the ſame were with” 


to the following perſons, viz. 


grants made by the Crown to different families, from the 


None of the land of the Duke of Buckingham was. granted to 
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